
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

 

 
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

Municipal Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, New Jersey 07702 

12 May 2014 

 

 

Ms. MacNeill opened the meeting at 7:05 PM.  

 

Present:      Absent:    

Pat Pellegrino  Pam MacNeill   Maureen Collins 

Betsy Wattley   Tina Behr   Nancy Schmaltz 

Fred Preissler  Mayor Don Burden  Tim Thomas (joined meeting at 7:15) 

Della Benevides    

          

Officer’s Statement   Ms MacNeill stated that committee came to good decisions in her absence 

at the April meeting.  She mentioned a few things that needed to be discussed at the meeting but 

most were already included on agenda.   Ms MacNeill also asked committee members to consult 

with each other before sending out messages to garden community, i.e. try to include several 

concerns/comments in each message to avoid multiple messages being sent out.   

 

Committee discussed ongoing problems with gate lock.  Ms Behr suggested putting something 

through the lower hole to prevent gardeners from using it.  She said she would try to do this.  Mr. 

Priessler said that he had ordered a new lock for the front gate that should make 

locking/unlocking easier. 

 

Problems with gap on south gate was also discussed.   Gap is wide enough to give small critters 

access to the garden.  DPW indicated that they would address the issue.  Mr. Preissler will 

confirm. 

 

Ms MacNeill also said that at the next workday gardeners need to be advised of the location of 

the water lines to avoid inadvertent puncturing of the water pipes. 

 

Approval of April’s Meeting Minutes    Minutes of the April meeting were approved.  

 

Correspondence   There was no written correspondence. 

 

Treasurer’s Report   Ms. Pellegrino stated that all plots have been assigned.  The Community 

Garden Trust Fund opened the month with a balance of $4241.51.  A total of $25 was taken in 

for rental of one plot.  The fund closed the month with an ending balance of $4,266.51.   

 

The Open Space Trust Fund had no activity leaving the April balance of $2,549.36 unchanged. 

 

Meeting Opened to the Public   There were no members of the public in attendance.  Meeting 

was then closed to the public. 

 

 



Old Business     
 

1. Shed Status    Mr. Preissler said that he had the plaque acknowledging the work of the 

Eagle Scout, Matt Kowalski, but that it would be best to mount it after a protective stain 

was applied to the cedar.  He also said that he spoke to representative of Monmouth 

Building Center regarding the stain.  The salesman suggested a clear stain and would give 

committee a significant price reduction.  Mr. Preissler thought that the committee could 

complete the work since it could be done in a short time with several people working.  

Committee agreed to allocate up to $150 for purchase of stain and supplies. 

2. Rules and Regulations Committee Report    Ms Behr said that another gardener had 

agreed to assist her monitoring plot maintenance.  She said she was now looking for 

advice from committee as to notification timeframes regarding infringement on 

neighbors’ plots or community space and pathways.  She also wanted clarification on 

intervals of notifications to gardeners.  She asked committee members to alert her if they 

were aware of any inabilities of gardeners to maintain their plots due to illness or other 

issues.  Committee decided that gardeners would be notified once, and the second time 

would be the 10-day warning for risk of forfeiting plot if problem is not addressed.  

Emails would be sent at two-week intervals.  Committee agreed that since rules and 

regulations state that plots must be maintained from the time the garden opens, this must 

be adhered to.  Unfortunately there are a handful of gardeners who have not yet tended 

their plots and as a result plots are overgrown.  Committee also agreed that if a gardener 

indicated he/she needed help or advice on how to maintain plot, committee members 

would try to work with that person. 

 

Open Discussion 

1. Mr. Thomas brought up a previous discussion regarding fee schedule.  At the April 

meeting it was generally agreed that out-of-town residents would be charged a higher 

fee than Shrewsbury residents.  In addition, non-profit groups would no longer be 

assigned a plot at no charge.  These changes will be addressed when the rules and 

regulations for 2015 are re-written. 

2. Committee agreed to have the committee meeting in August be devoted to re-write of 

rules and regulations so that information could be sent out to all gardeners well before 

the annual meeting in January. 

3. Mayor Burden asked if committee was planning on having the Harvest Party again 

this fall.  He said that there were many events going on in October so committee 

should get the request in early.   However, Garden Harvest party has been held in 

mid-September so Mr. Burden said that there should be no conflict. 

4. Committee set 14 September as the date for the Harvest Fest. 

5. Softening of the fence was briefly discussed.  Committee agreed that it was not in the 

ability of the committee to plant and maintain any plants outside the fence line.  

 

Adjournment   Motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 PM. 

 

Next Meeting   The next regular monthly meeting will be on 9 June at 7:00 PM.  

 

 

       Della Benevides  

       Secretary, SCGC  
  


