
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

Shrewsbury Municipal Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

July 11, 2016 

 

 

Following a gathering in the community garden to hear an explanation for a possible repositioning of the 

water lines, Ms. MacNeill opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Present: Absent:  

Pam MacNeill   

Dick Augusty   

Tina Behr  

Fred Preissler 

Betsy Wattley 

Maureen Collins  

Pat Pellegrino  

Tom Menapace  

Cathy San Filippo 

Mayor Don Burden (liaison)   

Presiding Officer’s Statement. Ms. MacNeill thanked all committee members, especially the men, for 

their commitment to the garden. 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes.   Minutes of the June meeting were reviewed and approved 

without changes. These minutes and all future approved minutes will be posted on Shrewsbury’s website.  

Correspondence. Ms. MacNeill mentioned the Journal article and photo (a copy was passed around) and 

said that she had been interviewed by a Two River Times reporter and there may be another article in that 

publication.  

Treasurer’s Report.   Ms. Pellegrino indicated that the Community Garden Trust Fund has the same 

balance as last month, $9,197.35. She made sure that checks that had been sent to members to cover 

expenditures had been received. The Treasurer's report was approved without changes.  

Meeting Opened to the Public.   There were no members of the public in attendance. The meeting was 

then closed to the public. 

Old Business.   

 The committee agreed that a weed-free fence line, thanks to DPW, was an asset to the garden.  

 There have been no additional hose failures since the change in faucets by Mr. Augusty.   

 



New Business  

 Mr. Augusty presented his plan to move the existing watering system to the middle path of the 

garden. He suggested keeping the 11 hose bibs and piping system, just relocating them. The 

present layout has had many hoses fail; gardeners have a difficult time with the 100 ft. hoses, 

damaging neighboring plots; and the west end has fewer hose bibs than the remaining garden. It 

was decided to increase the number of bibs in the west end, but keep the system as is. Committee 

members thought that the work necessary to change the garden wasn’t justified. Mr. Augusty will 

continue to monitor hose damage and the committee may need to reconsider changing the 

watering system in the future. Mr. Menapace will ask DPW if they would be willing to add the 

new bibs.  

 There was a lengthy discussion regarding the installation of the new recreation area south of the 

garden. Many of the trees have been cut down and the community garden had to relocate its 

compost pile due to construction. The new location, west of the garden, is difficult for gardeners 

to access, plus there is a three-foot silt screen that gardeners must throw their refuse over. A 

decision was made to add a new gate (four feet wide) on the west side of the garden. Mr. 

Menapace will contact Mike Ernst to see if he would be interested in building the gate. In the 

event that he isn’t, Mike Forrest, a garden member, will be asked. Until the new gate is installed, 

barrels will be available for the refuse. Mr. Menapace will find out the details from DPW.  

 Ms. Pellegrino spoke about Harvest Fest for which she attained a permit for alcohol. The date is 

September 18th. The hours are 4.30 to 6.30. Committee members are asked to attend at 3.30 to 

assist with the set up. This year Ms. Pellegrino determined that the committee can borrow the 

tables and chairs from the Historical Society. We will start next month’s meeting early to do 

inventory on how many tables and chairs are available.  

 Ms. Pellegrino also suggested creating a recipe book with recipes submitted by the community 

gardeners. The recipe book will be simple: a cover, table of contents, and recipes for foods 

harvested from the garden. It will be printed professionally and stapled together. It was suggested 

that at least 80 copies be printed so that each member would receive one. Ms. Behr suggested that 

she would ask an artist from the Guild to assist with the cover. When Ms. MacNeill sends out the 

next group email, she will ask for recipes. She will indicate that the recipes should be submitted 

electronically in Word and be no longer than one page in length. The committee approved $400 

for both the Harvest Festival and the printing of the recipe book.  

 With the resignation of Ms. San Filippo, committee members made suggestions to Mayor Burden 

for her replacement. Ms. Wattley will ask Pat Mahon and let Mayor Burden know whether or not 

she is interested. Two other members who may be interested are Kathleen Boushie and Judith 

Kramer. The new member will be asked to share with the responsibilities of the secretary. 

 In a recent email Ms. MacNeill had asked if anyone was interested in Plot #31. At the time of the 

committee meeting, no one was interested. The committee agreed to Mr. Augusty’s suggestion 

that he transplant six of his tomato plants to the garden and that flowers would be planted around 

the perimeter of the bed. All members will dedicate some time to help with watering and 

weeding. 

 When applying the weed killer outside the garden fence, DPW workers noticed that the fence 

posts are drying out and suggested that they would apply a wood preservative if OK’d by the 

committee. The committee gave unanimous approval. 



 Ms. Wattley is about to begin the collection of vegetables for Lunch Break, using coolers that are 

located inside the garden. Ms. Collins was asked by Linda Myers if food could be donated to St. 

Anthony’s too. Ms. Collins will contact Ms. Myers and if she is still interested and willing to 

make a weekly commitment, Ms. Myers will be asked to call Ms. Wattley to arrange.  

Open Discussion.  

 Mr. Menapace told of being in the garden when the silt fence was installed. The silt fence was 

going to go in front of the shed, prohibiting access. Fortunately, he was able to have it relocated.   

Adjournment. A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM. 

Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be on Monday, August 8th at the Historical Society at 6:45 PM. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

  Catherine San Filippo 

  Secretary, SCGC 

 

 

 

 


