
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY  109 

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 

MAYOR & COUNCIL  October 17, 2016 

 

Meeting Called to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM.  

 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 4(a) of C.231, P.L. 1975, the required 48 hour 

advance notice of this meeting was given by mailing/faxing a copy of the agenda to the Asbury 

Park Press and the Two River Times, in addition, to posting on the bulletin board in the 

Municipal Building on October 14, 2016 by the Municipal Clerk. 

 

Roll Call 

Present:   Mayor Burden, Councilmembers Anderson, DeSalvo & Moran 

Also Present:   Senator Jennifer Beck, Attorney Martin Barger, Administrator Thomas 

Seaman & Municipal Clerk Kathleen P. Krueger  

 Absent:   Councilmembers DerAsadourian*, Eddy* & Meyer  

   *Councilwoman DerAsadourian entered the meeting at 6:39pm 

   *Councilman Eddy entered the meeting at 6:51pm 

 

Salute to Flag  
Led by Mayor Burden.  

 

Discussion with Senator Jennifer Beck 

Senator Beck updated the Council on the status of the third round of COAH and noted the 

amount of affordable housing units that Shrewsbury was told to build.  She stated that she has 

introduced two bills which will assist with housing in New Jersey.  One would create a new 

board to regulate affordable housing with an odd number of members; the other would allow 

municipalities to use their Affordable Housing trust to help residents affected by Superstorm 

Sandy get back into their homes.  

 

Senator Beck discussed property taxes and the cost of public employee health benefits.  She 

stated that she supports a bill that would reduce the cost of health care which was being reviewed 

that week.  Senator Beck addressed the issue of ‘double dipping’ with corrupt officials collecting 

pensions.  The inequality of state aid to schools due to demographic changes was also discussed.   

 

Senator Beck informed the Council that the Earle Navy Base is currently renting space to the 

general public due to a housing development agreement.  She expressed her concern having 

civilians on the secured base and noted that the County is working on this issue. Senator Beck 

commented on the two referendum questions on the ballot concerning casinos and the 

transportation designated monies, taking time to explain each.  

 

Senator Beck stated that Mayor Burden approached her about various traffic and road concerns 

which she passed on to the Commissioner of the DOT.   

 

Councilman Moran asked Senator Beck to comment further on COAH as it had recently been 

passed to the legislature to address.  Senator Beck explained that the reason affordable housing 

had not yet been addressed was because the leadership couldn’t come to an agreement as to how 

it would be resolved.  She explained that housing policy should not be left to the courts.  Senator 

Beck commented that she expects progress on the issue after the General Election.  Mayor 

Burden questioned the impact on Monmouth Park if the referendum does not pass.  Senator Beck 
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shared that she is a big supporter of the horse racing industry and fears that the track will close in 

the next year or so if the referendum fails.  

 

Councilman Anderson questioned Senator Beck on the Sandy incentive.  Senator Beck explained 

that this would allow municipalities to use the money in their housing trust to fund the recovery 

of Sandy homeowners up to $50,000.  She noted how this money could help the victims get back 

into their homes.  

 

Senator Beck apologized for attaching the wrong information concerning the DOT.   

 

Bill Gerth, 33 East End Avenue, Shrewsbury asked the Senator to review some positive and 

negative points on the revitalization of Fort Monmouth.  He asked what Shrewsbury Council 

should know about.  Senator Beck noted that the property had a significant deer over population.  

She explained that they were able to cull the herd and have the meat donated to a shelter.  

Senator Beck reported that 64% of the land is leased, sold, or out to bid.  She noted that one of 

the biggest challenges was the fact that the Army had to approve all the contracts, which was 

taking up to two years.  Senator Beck explained that the Monmouth County Improvement 

Authority purchased the remainder of the land allowing closings to go much quicker.  She also 

described the nature of the redevelopment that would soon be starting at the front gate. 

 

The Council thanked Senator Beck for being in attendance.   

 

*Councilwoman DerAsadourian entered the room at 6:39pm. 

 

Red Ribbon Week of Respect – Recognize Students for their Continued Dedication to the 

Monthly Character Education Bulletin Boards 

Rayna Eyerman thanked the Council for their continued support of the Community Alliance and 

Red Ribbon Week.  She reviewed the events of Red Ribbon Week.  Shrewsbury Borough School 

Guidance Counselor Marisa Shaheen introduced the 8th grade “Bulletin Board Girls” in 

attendance:  Ava Marra, Ellie Colella, Emma Moriarty, Bridie Carroll, Meghan Rose, and 

Eleanor Phillips.  She also acknowledged Julianne Hines and Cassidy DerAsadourian who were 

unable to attend the meeting.  Ms. Shaheen explained how the group started and all the work 

they do monthly on the main bulletin board in the hall and how the messages impact the other 

students.  She relayed how their efforts have made a difference and how proud she is of these 

girls.  Ms. Shaheen also thanked the Community Alliance for all the work they do for the school.   

 

Senator Beck thanked all the girls for their hard work and everything they have done for their 

school and community.  She presented them with a Certificate of Appreciation from the New 

Jersey Senate.   

 
Presentation on Proposal for Invasive Vine/Weed Control by Shade Tree Chair Bill Gerth 

Mr. Gerth explained that the Forestry Management Plan has a woodland stewardship section that 

addresses a concern that the Shade Tree Commission has had and made them become more 

aware of invasive vines and weeds within the Borough that need to be controlled.  He explained 

that Shrewsbury has a dying environment that is camouflaged as a lush backdrop of vines.  He 

noted that these vines kill trees and should be of concern to more than just the Shade Tree 

Commission and noted that residents are becoming alarmed.  Mr. Gerth stated that the Shade 
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Tree Commission recently reached out to a company called ‘For Shore Weed Control’ for advice 

and a proposal.  He asked Nathaniel Matthew of ‘For Shore Weed Control’ to discuss the 

proposal with the Council and Public.    

 

Mr. Matthews discussed the types of invasive vines that were present at the Municipal Complex.  

He explained the spraying process including the impact on the grass, trees, and Community 

Garden.  He also noted how barren the area will look after treatment due to the sheer amount of 

invasive species.  Mr. Matthews recommended the Borough also hire someone to remove what 

exists and create a maintenance plan. Councilman Moran questioned the toxicity of the 

chemicals that would be used.  Mr. Matthews explained that the toxicity is only a threat to the 

applier and noted that once it is applied it poses no threat.  Councilman Moran asked for details 

as to what the vines do to the trees, which Mr. Matthew explained. Michael Matthew also 

explained that the Borough needs to have a vision as to what they want the area to look like after 

treatment.   

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian asked what percentage of the foliage screening the Borough 

would lose after the spraying and at what point can the Borough replant.  Mr. Gerth stated that 

they will not know until after it is done because we cannot tell the full extent of the damage to 

the trees under the vines and discussed the continued maintenance that would be needed.  Mr. 

Matthews stated that the Borough could plant after application but noted that due to the timing 

you cannot spray until the spring.  They discussed with Council the number of applications 

required and the safety of the chemical being sprayed.  

 

Mayor Burden explained that this issue was not just at the Municipal Complex but throughout 

the Borough. 

   

Open Meeting to the Public for Comment 

Councilman Anderson motioned to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilwoman 

DerAsadourian, and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

Michael ?  (Name not audible), asked how it would affect the wildlife.  Mr. Matthews explained 

that has minimal impact to the wildlife as the vines are invasive to them as well.  He also noted 

that the Audubon Society approves of controlling invasive species.   

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian questioned the amount of poison ivy that was on the Borough 

property. Mr. Matthew explained that poison ivy is native and there is only a little.   

 

Jennifer Ciongoli, 923 Broad Street, Shrewsbury stated that the poison ivy has been an epidemic 

in the past few years in Shrewsbury.  Mayor Burden asked a resident to explain to the public 

what he did to his property.  

Larry LoBaugh, 917 Broad Street, Shrewsbury stated that that they had to dig up the kudzu to 

remove it from their property.  Mr. Matthews explained that continued mowing helps control the 

vines as well.   

 

Andrew Rose, 27 Blades Run, Shrewsbury stated that he believes continued maintenance is very 

important so this process so it will not be a waste of money.   
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Jay Eaton, 916 Broad Street, Shrewsbury asked that if the Borough followed through with a 

maintenance plan, would that prohibit the Borough from needing to do this again, which Mr. 

Matthews confirmed it would.  Mr. Eaton asked if they would see things return and Mr. 

Matthews confirmed it would for some time.  Mr. Eaton inquired about the process and cleanup 

procedure, which Mr. Matthew explained.   

 

Close the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Anderson moved to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman 

Moran, and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

Mr. Gerth stated that they are all learning together how to deal with the invasive vines and this is 

just a small step.  He explained that this is a complex project that they are looking to handle one 

step at a time.   

 

Reopen the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Anderson motioned to reopen the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman 

Moran, and approved by all Councilmembers present.  

 

Marjorie Clark, 213 Garden Road, Shrewsbury asked about the spraying process and how it 

works.  Mr. Matthews explained that it only work on the plant and will not affect the soil and it 

will permit the Borough to replant almost immediately.  Ms. Clark and Mr. Matthew discussed 

how the chemical functioned.  Mr. Gerth explained what would happen after the invasive vines 

are removed.   

 

Close the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman DeSalvo motioned to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman 

Moran, and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

Mayor Burden thanked Mr. Gerth for all his painstaking work on this issue. Councilman Eddy 

asked if the Shade Tree Commission could have a budget worksheet and Mr. Seaman stated that 

they would receive it shortly.  Mr. Gerth stated that this type of thing is not traditionally taken 

out of their budget and Councilman Eddy explained that they would just like to plan ahead.  Mr. 

Gerth and the Council discussed the budget and upcoming projects.   

 

Attorney Barger informed the Council that they do need to receive three quotes for this project 

prior to awarding it.  The Council noted that the cost is not in the budget for this year and will 

have to incorporate it for 2017 and discussed the timing of the application of the chemicals.  

Council said that they supported the idea but due to timing, funding, and organization, this 

project would most likely have to wait until the next calendar year.  

 

Approval of Minutes: Council Meeting – September 19, 2016 

Councilman Eddy motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Councilman DeSalvo, and 

approve by the following vote: 

AYES:  Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 
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Consent Agenda: 
 Resolution #2016-81 (Shrewsbury First Aid Squad Canning Fundraiser on County Road) 

 Resolution #2016-82 (Hire Part Time Police Dispatcher Sarra Ensuar) 

 Resolution #2016-83 (2016 Tax Sale for Municipal Liens) 

 Zoning Board Appointment:  Peter W. Roache as Alt. #2 

 Waive Borough Raffle License Fee for Hose Company Pancake Breakfast  

 

Councilman DeSalvo motioned to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by 

 Councilman Anderson, and approved by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:   Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo & Moran  

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: Eddy 

 

Resolution #2016-84 (Performance Guaranty Release for the Ivy) 

Mr. Barger stated that this has been approved by Borough Engineer Dave Cranmer but noted that 

there is still an issue with the affordable housing units who do not have enough parking for their 

16 units. He stated that there have been discussions with the association and they agreed to set 

aside 24 spots instead of the requested 32.  Mr. Barger questioned if the homeowners had agreed 

to these spots and noted that there is a Board member in attendance that could provide the 

Council additional information.   

 

Open the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Moran motioned to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman 

Anderson, and approved by all Council present.   

 

David Henderson, President of The Ivy’s Homeowner Association, stated that the Board 

approved these additional parking spots.  He discussed with the Council the process which the 

Board used to approve this.  Mr. Barger stated that there have been complaints and that they 

hoped this would satisfy the needs of those residents in the affordable housing units. Mr. 

Henderson explained the parking situation over in The Ivy development.  Mr. Barger advised the 

Council to approve the reduction with the stipulation that 24 parking spots are designated only 

for the affordable housing residents.  

 

Robert Smith, Attorney for K. Hovnanian LLC, stated that K. Hovnanian has completed all the 

required work which was acknowledged by Mr. Cranmer. He stated that it was his understanding 

that the performance guarantee would be replaced with a maintenance guarantee.  Mr. Barger 

reviewed the history of the bonds in reference to the development, and noted that the 

performance guarantee is being released.  Mr. Smith stated that the release should have nothing 

to do with the parking and that K. Hovnanian has nothing to do with that issue.  Mr. Barger 

stated that he understands K. Hovnanian’s objection to the addition of the parking requirement in 

the resolution but still encourages the Council to amend the resolution to include it.   
  

Councilman Eddy motioned to approve Resolution 2016-84, as amended, to include the 24 

designated parking spots for the affordable housing units, seconded by Councilman Anderson, 

and approved by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:   Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS: None  
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 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Resolution #2016-85 (Shared Service Agreement with Oceanport for use of Shrewsbury’s 

Court Facilities) 

Councilman Eddy expressed his concern for tying the street sweeper into the resolution for the 

court facilities.  Mr. Seaman explained that the street sweeper will be a completely separate 

agreement.  The Council discussed how they wanted two separate agreements and have 

Resolution 2016-85 only for the court facilities with a mention that there will be an additional 

resolution for the sweeper.  The also discussed the details they wanted to include in the sweeper 

agreement.  Mr. Barger recommended the Council put on the record that there are currently side 

negotiations for a street sweeper.  The Council decided to take out section two, substituting the 

current section three.    

 

Councilman DeSalvo motioned to approve Resolution #2016-85, as amended, to remove the 

original section two, seconded by Councilman Anderson, and approved by the following roll call 

vote: 

AYES:   Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Administrator Report 
Mr. Seaman informed the Council that the performance reviews would be going out to the 

department heads in November and explained to Council that the employees have been made 

aware of a change in their options for health care plans.  He also updated the Council on 

additional grants.    

 

Reports of Council 

Councilman Anderson reported that the Shrewsbury Board of Education has held some special 

meetings to discuss referendums for school improvements which will be up for vote in 

December. He informed the public of additional upcoming meetings.  Councilman Anderson 

reported on the status of the new ladder truck, the First Aid vehicles, in addition to, reporting on 

some recent community events. 

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian reported that she attended the Shade Tree Commission meeting 

and discussed the improvements to open space that have been made and are planned for the 

future. 

 

Councilman DeSalvo had nothing additional to report. 

 

Councilman Eddy reported on the budget process for 2017.  He reiterated that Shade Tree should 

include the invasive vine project in their budget worksheet.  Councilman Eddy stated that he is 

working with Councilman DeSalvo on a new recording system for the Borough in addition to 

networking all the Borough facilities in case of an emergency.  

 

Councilman Meyer’s report was read by Councilman DeSalvo who noted that the Shrewsbury 

5K was held without any problems and thanked the Sheriff for bringing the dogs out to ensure 

the safety of the course. 
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Councilman Moran reported on various DPW issues including brush and metal collection, field 

maintenance, and streamlining communications.  He pointed out that many residents don’t know 

that DPW collects metal the last working day of the month.  Councilman Moran listed all the 

things that DPW had done in the past few weeks and their plans for the following weeks. He also 

updated the Council on the basketball courts and street paving project.  Councilman Moran 

stated that he did have a change order regarding the pedestrian path and would like to do 

additional work on more streets coming in under budget.  Mr. Seaman stated that it changes the 

scope of the project while keeping the amount within the 20% change order and within the 

amount allowed by ordinance.   

Councilman Moran motioned to approve the change order for the paving project, seconded by 

Councilman Anderson, and approved by the following vote:   

AYES:   Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS:  None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Councilman Moran noted that due to a drop in the asphalt prices, the Manson Park project will 

come in under budget by $3369.00, which the Borough will get back.  Councilman Moran 

motioned to accept the monies back, seconded by Councilman DeSalvo, and approved by the 

following vote: 

AYES:   Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS:  None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Burden reported on all the meetings and events that he had attended in the last few weeks 

including Archives Day, the Environmental Meeting, and the Shrewsbury 5K.  He informed the 

Council that the Shrewsbury Borough School would be dedicating military plaques that were 

donated by Ms. Janet Dill on Wednesday.     

 

Correspondence 

Ms. Krueger noted the deadlines for voter registration, mail in ballots, and the special election 

for the school.  She also explained an issue that New Jersey is having with the mail in ballots and 

explained what residents should do if their ballot is returned.  

 

Open the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Anderson motioned to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman 

Moran, and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

Marjorie Clark, 213 Garden Road, Shrewsbury asked why the school referendum was not held at 

the same time as the general election, which Ms. Krueger explained that they did not have time.  

Ms. Clark asked if vote by mail ballots were available for the school election which Ms. Krueger 

gave instructions on how to do so.  Ms. Clark inquired if there was a curfew for Mischief Night 

and Halloween which the Council confirmed there was an ordinance in place.   

 

Stuart Minis, 35 Thomas Avenue, Shrewsbury stated that he is a poll worker and questioned with 

the current political environment we are in would there be police officers at the polling locations 
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on Election Day.  Ms. Krueger informed the Council that Mr. Minis was somewhat concerned 

due to a previous incident a few years back.  The Council agreed to follow up with the Police 

Chief about his request.   

 

Close the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Moran motioned to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman 

DeSalvo, and approved by all Councilmembers present. 

 

Payment of Bills  

Councilman Eddy reviewed the larger bills with the Council.  Councilman Eddy motioned to 

approve the bills in the amount of $110,085.88, seconded by Councilman Moran, and approved 

by the following vote: 

AYES:  Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 
 

 

Adjourn  

Councilman Anderson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 PM, seconded by Councilman 

Eddy and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

 

 

 

Attest:         
Kathleen P. Krueger, RMC – Municipal Clerk  

 

 

 

Approve:        
       Mayor Donald Burden  


