
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

  
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

Historical Society Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

March 12, 2018 

 

 

Present:       Absent: Judith Reuter 

Pam MacNeill       Betsy Wattley 

Tina Behr 

Tom Menapace 

Dick Augusty 

Pat Mahon 

Della Benevides 

Gail Forrest 

Don Burden 

 

Ms. MacNeill opened the meeting at 11:00 with the salute to the flag.  Ms. MacNeill proceeded to thank Ms. Behr and Mr. 

Menapace for their role in registering gardeners for the 2018 season.  She also thanked Ms. Behr for purchasing and 

presenting flowers to Kathy Kruger and Karen Lloyd, both Boro Hall employees who recently retired and whom were 

instrumental in providing support to the SCGC.  Ms. MacNeill also thanked Ms. Forrest for her role as secretary. 

 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes. Mr. Menapace made a motion to approve the January 2018 minutes of the SCGC 

meeting and this was seconded by Mr. Augusty. 

 

Correspondence. Ms. MacNeill stated that the majority of correspondence she received was regarding garden plots.  A few 

gardeners indicated that they would not be returning this year, others asked to have their plots moved, and others requested 

their plot be held even though payment was not received to date. 

 

Treasurer’s Report. Mr. Menapace reported that the closing balance from January was $9058.22.   There was income in the 

amount of $1775.00 from the rental of 57 in town plots ($1425.00) and 10 out of town plots ($350.00).  There were offsets in the 

amount of $55.88 which included reimbursements to Ms. MacNeill for providing refreshments at the January meeting and 

reimbursements to Ms. Behr for the flowers presented to the Boro Hall retirees.  This left a closing balance is $10,777.34.  Mr. 

Augusty made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and this was seconded by Ms. Benevides.   

 

Meeting Opened to the Public. The meeting was opened to the public and closed as no one was in attendance. 

 

Old Business. 

Ms. Behr reviewed the plan for communicating with non-compliant gardeners during the 2018 growing season.  She noted the 

change in the rules and regulations which now state that after four notifications (formerly 6 notifications); a gardener will be 

asked to surrender their plot for one year.  She stated that an email will be sent out after 2 notifications to remind the non-

compliant gardener to review the rules and regulations with specific focus to this issue and the potential consequences which 

could follow. 

 

New Business.  

Mr. Menapace updated committee members on garden sign-ups. He noted that a total of 67 plots were signed-up for at this 

time, with 57 plots assigned to in town residents and 10 plots assigned to out of towners.  66 of these plots are at ground level 

while one raised bed has been occupied.  14 plots remain available.  

 

Ms. MacNeill shared an article about the Shrewsbury Community Garden which was recently published in The Journal.  She 

also noted Ms. Reuter’s role for publicity and noted that Ms. Reuter will publicize the availability of the 14 remaining garden 

plots  

 

There was a discussion regarding the re-measuring of the garden plots.  It was decided that 2 work days would be needed for 

the committee members to complete this work, since not all members could be present on the same day.  Dates were finalized 

to be March 21st and March 22nd.  Members will meet in the garden at 11am.  Ms. MacNeill will provide coffee and cookies, as 

well as a thick black indelible marker to number the stakes.  Mr. Menapace will check that there are sufficient painted stakes 



in the shed needed to delineate each plot. A motion was made by Mr. Menapace to spend no more than $50 for additional 

supplies if more stakes are needed.   The motion was seconded by Mr. Augusty. 

 

At the January meeting, Judy Kramer had proposed holding a plant exchange where gardeners could share and exchange 

their excess plants and seeds which their fellow gardeners.  Ms. Kramer volunteered to be responsible for this and the SCGC 

agreed to allow her to co-ordinate these efforts.  Ms. Mahon volunteered to assist her. 

 

Ms. Mahon brought up the topic of starting a pollinator garden within the fenced in area of the garden.  She compiled a list of 

native plants which would attract pollinating insects and proposed the corner area of the garden where the fig trees are 

planted to be used for such a purpose.  Mr. Menapace suggested that if all the garden plots were not occupied this year, that 

an empty plot could be used.  All committee members were in favor of Ms. Mahon’s efforts in establishing a pollinator garden 

as long as no bee keeping would be involved.  Ms. Mahon stated that she will contact Camille Joseph Balanikis, our speaker at 

the January meeting from the New York City Park System, to see if she could recommend or donate plants or sell them at 

wholesale. Mr. Menapace noted that he will ask a gardener at the Fulfill Food Bank for suggestions also. 

 

Open discussion.  Mr. Augusty communicated that we have two non-functioning rototillers, but that he is confident he can 

repair them.  Mr. Menapace put forward a motion to allow up to $50 to be spent to repair the rototillers.  Ms. Benevides 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Augusty requested that once the repairs are made, that his free rototilling services be publicized to 

garden members.  Anyone who wants their plots tilled should contact Mr. Augusty directly.   

 

Ms. Benevides put in a request to replenish the soil the in PAR plots.  Mr. Menapace put forward a motion to spend no more 

than $75 for soil and fertilizer.  Mr. Augusty seconded the motion. 

 

Ms. Benvides also mentioned that there were free seeds in the shed.  It was agreed that once the plots were re-measured, that 

Ms. MacNeill would send out an email informing gardeners of the free seeds.  The committee also agreed to reassess when to 

set an opening date for the garden once the re-measuring of the plots was completed. 

 

Adjournment.  Mr. Augusty. made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This was seconded by Ms. Behr 

 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held at the Shrewsbury Historical Society Building on April 9th at 11 am 

 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Gail Forrest  

 


