
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY  55 

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 

MAYOR & COUNCIL  May 18, 2015 
 

Meeting Called to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.  

  

In accordance with the requirements of Section 4(a) of C.231, P.L. 1975, the required 48 hour 

advance notice of this meeting was given by mailing/faxing a copy of the agenda to the Asbury 

Park Press and the Two River Times, in addition, to posting on the bulletin board in the 

Municipal Building on May 15, 2015 by the Municipal Clerk. 

 

Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Burden, Councilmembers DeNofa, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

Also Present: Borough Attorney Martin Barger, Borough Administrator Thomas 

Seaman, Clerk Kathleen P. Krueger & Deputy Clerk Bonnie Brookes  

 Absent: Councilmembers DerAsadourian* and Councilman DeSalvo** 

 

Salute to Flag  
Led by Mayor Burden  

 

*Councilwoman DerAsadourian entered the meeting at 7:01pm. 

 

Approval of the Minutes:  Council Meeting of April 20
th

 2015 

A motion was made by Councilman Pellegrino to approve the minutes, seconded by Councilman 

DeNofa, and approved by the following vote: 

 AYES:  DeNofa, DerAsadourian, Dodge & Pellegrino 

 NAYS:  None 

 ABSTAIN: Meyer 

 

Resolution #2015-47 (MCIA 2015 Refunding Bond) 

Mr. Seaman explained the reason for this resolution and the savings to the Borough it would 

create.  A motion was made by Councilman DeNofa to approve Resolution #2015-47, seconded 

by Councilman Pellegrino, and approved by the following vote: 

 AYES:  DeNofa, DerAsadourian, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

 NAYS: None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Resolution #2015-48 (Part-Time Summer Public Works Worker: Evan Tyler) 

Councilman DeNofa explained that the Borough traditionally hires an additional person for the 

summer and noted the importance of it this year with an employee out on medical leave.  A 

motion was made by Councilman DeNofa to approve Resolution #2015-48, seconded by 

Councilman Pellegrino, and approved by the following vote: 

 AYES:  DeNofa, DerAsadourian, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

 NAYS: None 

 ABSTAIN: None 
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ORDINANANCE NO. 1013 – INTRODUCTION/FIRST READING:  An Ordinance 

Amending the Code of the Borough of Shrewsbury by Amending Chapter 9, Boards, 

Committees, and Commissions, Article III, Recreation Committee  

Councilman Meyer explained this will allow Recreation coaches to follow up the initial finger 

printing background check with just a name background check on subsequent background 

checks. Mayor Burden stated that the public hearing would be on June 1, 2015.  Councilman 

Meyer motioned to introduce Ordinance No. 1013, seconded by Councilman Pellegrino, and 

approved by the following vote: 

 AYES:  DeNofa, DerAsadourian, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

 NAYS: None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1014 – INTRODUCTION/FIRST READING: Bond Ordinance 

Providing for Acquisition of Police Equipment for the Shrewsbury Police Department and 

Appropriating $22,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of $20,900.00 Bonds and 

Notes to Finance a Portion of the Costs Thereof 

Mr. Seaman confirmed that all items included in this ordinance were included in the annual 

budget.  Mayor Burden stated that the public hearing would be on June 1, 2015.  Councilman 

Dodge motioned to introduce Ordinance No. 1014, seconded by Councilman Pellegrino, and 

approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  DeNofa, DerAsadourian, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

 NAYS: None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

ORDINANANCE NO. 1015 – INTRODUCTION/FIRST READING:  Capital Ordinance 

Providing for Improvements to Manson Park and Appropriating $220,000 

Councilman Meyer noted that the Borough was moving forward with the initial plan which he 

briefly explained and noted that the Borough has a deadline to approve this ordinance.  The 

Council discussed the cost, proposed plan, and Open Space funds.   

 

** Councilman DeSalvo entered the meeting at 7:20pm. 

 

The Council continued to discuss the plan for Manson Park Improvements and what aspects can 

be amended and which couldn’t without risking losing the grant from the County.  Councilman 

DeNofa expressed his dismay in how this situation was handled and prolonged over the last few 

months.  Councilwomen DerAsadourian stated that she believed this project was spending 

money for the sake of spending money and that is why she was opposed to it.  She also quoted 

the Recreation Committee Chair, Brendan Gilmartin, comments from a previous meeting as to 

why he did not support the plan for improvements.  Councilman Pellegrino expressed concern on 

the Council’s indecisiveness on their commitment to this project.  Councilman Dodge reviewed 

the history of this project and the ordinance needed to commit the funds. The Council discussed 

the Manson Park improvements and if this was the direction they wanted to pursue with the 

grant.  Councilman Meyer motioned to introduce Ordinance No. 1015, seconded by Councilman 

Pellegrino, and approved by the following vote: 

 AYES:  DeNofa, Meyer & Pellegrino 
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 NAYS: DerAsadourian, DeSalvo & Dodge  

 ABSTAIN: None 

Mayor Burden voted affirmative to break the tie causing the motion to be approved. 

 

Mr. Seaman explained the next steps that are required to move forward now that the ordinance 

has been introduced and noted the upcoming deadlines.  Councilman Meyer pointed out that the 

Council will be unable to get a two thirds vote to adopt this bond ordinance so the Council 

should stop now.  Councilman Pellegrino stated that he would prefer to kill the project right now 

rather than waste more money on it even though he is in favor of the improvements.    

 

Councilman Pellegrino motioned to cancel the vote for the Introduction of Ordinance No. 1015, 

seconded by Councilman Meyer, and approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  DeNofa, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo & Pellegrino 

 NAYS:  Dodge & Meyer  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Mayor Burden stated that there will be no second reading since Ordinance No. 1015 was not 

approved on introduction.  

 

Approval of the Shrewsbury Classic 5K Race for October 18, 2015 

Councilman Dodge motioned to approve the race, seconded by Councilman DeSalvo, and 

approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  DeNofa, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

 NAYS: None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Approval of Block Party at Sickles Place on Saturday, May 16
th

, from 4pm to 11pm 

Mayor Burden stated that this party has already been held.  Councilman Pellegrino motioned to 

approve the block party, seconded by Councilman Dodge, and approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  DeNofa, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

 NAYS: None 

 ABSTAIN: DerAsadourian & DeSalvo 

 

Approval of New Member of the Shrewsbury First Aid Squad:  Kayla Warton 

Councilman DeSalvo motioned to approve Ms. Warton dependent on an acceptable MVR report, 

seconded by Councilman Pellegrino, and approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  DeNofa, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

 NAYS: None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Administrator’s Report 
Mr. Seaman reported on the abandon property located at 21 Willow Court and added that he had 

received quotes for its demolition and the lowest quote was from Lerch Wreaking Company for 

$16,500. He noted that a lien would be placed on the house so the Borough could be reimbursed 

for the demolition and that bank approval is pending.   
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Councilman DeNofa motioned to accept the quote of $16,500 from Lerch Wreaking Company to 

demolish 21 Willow Court, seconded by Councilman Pellegrino, and approved by the following 

vote:   

AYES:  DeNofa, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

 NAYS:  None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Reports of Council  

Councilman DeNofa reported on various DPW issues including brush collection, ball field 

preparation, grass cutting, and roof repairs.  He noted that they are one person short due to an 

employee being out on medical leave. He also stated that DPW is preparing for Memorial Day.   

 

Councilman DeNofa stated that the Shade Tree Commission and DPW developed guidelines for 

trees in the Borough.  He explained that that there is a lot of confusion over “Borough Trees” and 

this should help to remedy the situation by providing ground rules as to whose responsibility it is 

determined by where the tree is located. Councilman DeNofa informed the Council that the 

Shade Tree Commission visited the Ester Hymer Nature Preserve and reported on the poor 

conditions of the property.  The Council discussed other issues related to the property including 

the misbehavior of teenagers on the property.  

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian stated that something needs to be done to fix the basketball 

courts at Sickles Park and noted that there is also a safety issue with children climbing on the 

roof of the storage shed.  She reported that the Shrewsbury Borough School would like to meet 

with the Borough to discuss the use of a right of way.     

 

Councilman DeSalvo reported on the Community Alliance’s summer and fall activities.  He 

stated that he met with the Hose Company to discuss the need to replace the ladder truck.    

 

Councilman Dodge discussed Councilwoman DerAsadourian’s comments on Sickles Park and 

noted that the Chief of Police would like to install cameras there that could be monitored by the 

Dispatcher at Borough Hall.  

 

Councilman Meyer stated that he is the liaison to the “We Sell Program” which allows the police 

to obtain government surplus for free.  He noted that President Obama announced today that this 

program would be scaled back and informed the Council how beneficial this program has been 

for Shrewsbury.  He stated that the Borough had received vehicles and equipment valued at over 

$465,000.    

 

Councilman Pellegrino reported that he would be meeting with the Borough’s COAH Counsel to 

discuss the recent court decision concerning COAH in New Jersey.   

 

Mayor’s Report   
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Mayor Burden reported on various events he attended in the past two weeks, thanked the Garden 

Club for all the work they have done around the Borough, and invited everyone to the Borough’s 

Memorial Day Ceremony.  

 

Correspondence  

Clerk Krueger stated that she met with the new Acting Monmouth County Clerk, Christine 

Hanlon, and also learned of record storage opportunities for the Borough through the County.  

 

Open the Meeting to the Public  

Councilman DeSalvo motioned to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilwoman 

DerAsadourian, and approved by all Council members present.   

 

Lynn Royce, 29 Silverbrooke Road, Shrewsbury stated that a few years ago she took her 

grandchild over to the nature preserve to see all the bunnies there and noted how wonderful it 

was.  She recounted that a few weeks ago they decided to visit it again and found it completely 

overgrown with many dear paths.  Ms. Royce commented that she informed the Shade Tree 

Commission, as it is their charter to oversee it, which prompted a visit there to ascertain the 

conditions. She added that Mr. Minis has experience with Monmouth County on revamping trails 

which could be very helpful.  

 

Stuart Minis, 35 Thomas Avenue, Shrewsbury explained that the current condition of the nature 

preserve is nothing like they intended it to be.  He stated that not up keeping the preserve in order 

to prevent teens from misusing the area there is a bad excuse and questioned if the Borough 

would stop maintaining a playground it they were misbehaving there? Mr. Minis stated that he 

has not laid out trails but does have experience with trail maintenance and would volunteer to 

help DPW clean up the preserve.  He also noted that Open Space money spent there is money 

well spent.  

 

Ms. Royce stated that Mayor Burden was on Council at the time of the creation of the preserve 

and asked if he knew if a trail map existed.  Mayor Burden said he thought there was a trail map 

and asked Robin Blair if she knew of one.  

 

Robin Blair, 69 Thornbook Drive, Shrewsbury responded that one existed and she would look to 

see if she had a copy.   

 

Ms. Royce, stated that she was happy that there is Open Space money available because as they 

walked through the preserve they became more excited at what could be done.  She noted that 

there is a huge maple that would be great to put a bench under and a dam that use to be a great 

location for fishing. Councilwoman DerAsadourian stated that she would like to go to look at the 

preserve with the Shade Tree representatives and agreed with Ms. Royce to exchange 

information after the meeting.   

 

Mr. Minis asked if Ordinance No. 1015 had been withdrawn which Mr. Barger confirmed it was. 

Mr. Minis asked if there was no Open Space money available for that project. Councilwoman 

DerAsadourian stated that the Borough still has Open Space money to do with as they please but 
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Councilman Meyer pointed out that the specific terms of the grant from the County is off the 

table.  Mr. Minis asked for clarification that the repairs to the baseball field and the construction 

of micro-soccer fields are no longer the plan for the grant money which the Council confirmed 

was correct. 

 

Donald Sena, 107 Borden Street, Shrewsbury stated that he is a heavy user of the Borough’s 

recreation facilities and likes to shoot some basketballs and expressed that he was pleased that 

the Manson Park improvements are dead.  He commented that the Borough has a lot of 

recreation issues that we need to spend money on.  Mr. Sena stated the Recreation Committee 

clearly does not support the project and that he finds it troubling that it was debated as long as it 

was and almost passed before it was rescinded. He stated that the Borough needs to work closer 

with the Recreation Committee because they know what is needed.  He explained that of all the 

things to address in the Borough, Manson Park would have been last on his list.  Mr. Sena stated 

that the basketball courts are in very bad shape and need to be addressed.  He said that safety 

being used as an excuse he finds funny since the Borough just spent all that money on Patterson 

Avenue.  He stated that in the future, when such an expensive project is being considered he 

would hope the Borough would work with Recreation.   Mr. Sena stated that the Recreation 

Committee spends a lot of time volunteering with the kids and the Borough should listen to them 

and not just push something through.  He added that there are a lot of ways to spend money on 

this town that would be better spent.  

 

Mr. Sena stated that this is the second time he has come to a Council Meeting for a high cost 

project and the best argument for it was because the Borough acquired a grant.  He stated that 

this was the argument for putting sidewalks in the safest part of town as well.  Mr. Sena stated 

that he does not know why we have to spend taxpayer’s money on stuff just because we have a 

grant.   

 

Ms. Blair questioned when the public meeting was on Manson Park.  Mr. Seaman stated that the 

public hearing which was advertised and held on in September 22, 2014.  Ms. Blair stated that 

she is a volunteer like the Council and appreciates their time.  She noted that the Environmental 

Commission was not aware of this plan until February, and so much occurred from September to 

February.  Ms. Blair stated that she did not know if the Borough talked to anyone other than 

Recreation on this project.  She stated that she is an active senior in town and the people in her 

area like Manson Park the way it is, with open green space and find it a very peaceful and a 

wonderful place to walk.  She said there are a lot of people that do not want to see the park 

expanded.  She apologized that it went as far as it did and suggested having a community 

discussion to make the park the best it can be and not just for Recreation. Ms. Blair questioned if 

the Senior Homesteaders were included in this discussion. Councilman Meyer stated that the 

reason they were informed in February was because that is when the Borough was notified that 

the grant was approved. Ms. Blair said the Borough lost a lot of time and should have had more 

discussions. Councilman Pellegrino stated that tonight there are people at the meeting but public 

hearings are announced, publicized, advertised in the paper, and on the website but most the time 

no one attends to voice their opinion which doesn’t help.  Ms. Blair informed the Council that if 

there is an opportunity in the near future to discuss improvements to Manson Park there is a 

community that would volunteer their time to make it the best possible project.  
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Close the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Dodge motioned to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman 

DeSalvo, and approved by all Council members present.   

 

Payment of the Bills  

Councilman Pellegrino motioned to approve the bills list in the amount of $57,321.93, seconded 

by Councilman Dodge, and approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  DeNofa, DeSalvo, DerAsadourian, Dodge, Meyer & Pellegrino 

 NAYS: None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Adjournment  
Councilman DeNofa motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:22pm, seconded by Councilman 

Pellegrino, and approved by all Council members present.   

 

 

 

Attest:         
Kathleen P. Krueger, RMC – Municipal Clerk  

 

Approve:        
       Mayor Donald Burden  

 


