
                                                                                                                 RESOLUTION #2016-34 

 
RESOLUTION FOR APPROVING ENTERING INTO  
AGREEMENT WITH ECONSULT INDIVIDUALLY 

 

 

BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Shrewsbury entered into the 

Municipal Shared Services Defense Agreement (“MSSDA”) for the purpose as set forth therein, 

which included retaining a common expert in the Declaratory Judgment action (“Litigation”) that 

was filed in accordance with In the Matter of the Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 by the New 

Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 221 N.J. 1 (2015) (“Decision”); and 

 

 

WHEREAS, the MSSDA identified Dr. Robert Burchell, a distinguished professor at 

Rutgers University, as the expert to be retained to prepare an expert report (the “Burchell Report”); 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Shrewsbury contributed $2,000 to become a member of a 

consortium of municipalities (hereinafter “Municipal Group”) so that the Municipal Group could 

enter into an agreement with Rutgers University (hereinafter “Research Agreement”) for the 

purpose of having Dr. Burchell prepare a fair share report (hereinafter “Burchell Report”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Burchell became ill and was unable to complete the obligations under the 

Research Agreement as set forth in the MSSDA; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as a result, Rutgers University exercised its right to terminate the  Research 

Agreement as permitted under its terms; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the MSSDA required a modification to allow the Municipal Group to retain 

one or more alternative experts, consultants and/or other professionals for the Litigation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, an Amendment to the MSSDA (“Amendment”) was prepared to effectuate the 

modification, and said Amendment was entered into by the Borough Shrewsbury; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Amendment authorized the execution of an agreement with Econsult 

Solutions, Inc. (“ESI”) to replace Dr. Burchell and Rutgers, and to prepared its own revised report; 

and 

  

 WHEREAS, ESI prepared a revised report entitled “New Jersey Affordable Housing Need 

and Obligations”, dated December 30, 2015 (the “Solutions Report”), for the Municipal Group; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the MSSDA as amended, entitled Members of the Municipal Group to retain 

ESI to testify about the Solutions Report and for related issues; and 

 

 WHEREAS, any Member of the Municipal Group could retain ESI (i) individually, (ii) as 

part of a local consortium consisting of other municipalities under the vicinage of any particular 



 
 

2 
 

judge presiding over Mount Laurel matters or (iii) both individually and as part of a local 

consortium; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the purpose of this resolution is to retain ESI individually; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the proposed individual agreement, attached hereto, envisions that ESI will 

split its work if it prepares a report that benefits multiple municipalities; and 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Shrewsbury, as follows: 

 

1. The Borough of Shrewsbury hereby authorizes its attorney to sign the agreement, attached 

hereto, on its behalf. 

 

2. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

I, Kathleen P. Krueger, Clerk of the Borough of Shrewsbury, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a 

true copy of a resolution adopted by the Mayor and Council at a meeting held on March 21, 2016. 

 

                                                       

Mayor, Donald W. Burden      Kathleen P. Krueger, Clerk 

 


