
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

  
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

Historical Society Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

Feb. 11, 2019 

 

 

Present:       Absent: 

Pam MacNeill      Tom Menapace  

Betsy Wattley      Judith Reuter    

Tina Behr            

Pat Mahon 

Della Benevides 

Gail Forrest 

Kim Doran Eulner (Council Liaison) 

 

Ms. MacNeill opened the meeting at 11:00 am with the salute to the flag.  Ms. MacNeill thanked the committee for organizing and 

participating in a successful annual meeting. 

 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes.  Ms. Behr made a motion to approve the Jan. 2019 minutes of the SCGC meeting and this was 

seconded by Ms. Benevides. 

 

Correspondence.  Ms. MacNeill noted that she had correspondence from a number of gardeners regarding sign-up procedures.  She 

responded to these individuals via email to address their specific concerns and questions.   Ms. MacNeill also noted that out of town 

gardeners who had plots last year in the SCG, could sign up for plots for the 2019 growing season starting Thursday, Feb 14th.  She 

will send out an email to those gardeners to remind them of the timeline. 

 

Treasurer’s Report. Mr. Menapace was not in attendance and hence, no treasurer’s report was reviewed. 

 

Meeting Opened to the Public. The meeting was opened to the public.  Stuart Minis was in attendance. 

 

Old Business- There was no old business to discuss at this meeting. 

  

New Business. 

-Update on Sign-ups for 2019:  Ms. Behr provided on update on the current status of sign-ups.  40 gardeners had signed-up previously 

and 4 additional members have since signed-up.  Ms. Behr noted that there were 2 gardeners who had written out their checks 

incorrectly and that she would contact them regarding proper payment.  In total, that brings us to 46 sign-ups thus far. 

-Compost plans:  After much discussion and deliberation, it was decided not to move forward with plans to establish a composting 

area outside the garden.  Concerns about following proper composting procedures and possible re-introduction of 

contaminated/diseased plant material into the garden were the main concerns cited.  

-Re-measuring of the plots:  Ms. Benevides suggested that not all the plots in the garden need to be re-measured and that only those 

plots on the north side of the garden are in need of re-measuring.  She suggested that these plots could be re-measured, starting from 

the north side path and measuring inwards until the 15-foot length of these plots was established.  This would create a space in 

between the north side plots and the plots that they abut up to.  It was noted by some committee members, that having this space 

between the plots is beneficial as it allows gardeners easier access to both sides of their plots.  The committee agreed with Ms. 

Benevides suggestions.  In addition, the committee discussed contacting a gardener, who has surveying experience and who had 

previously volunteered to help re-measure plots if needed.  Ms. Mahon will follow up with contacting that person to see if he is still 

interested in helping out. 

 

Open discussion:  Because the SCGC uses the Shrewsbury Historical Society (SHS) building on a regular basis for their monthly 

meetings as well as for many SCG events, Ms. Wattley suggested that the SCG make a donation to the SHS to help defer the costs of 

building maintenance, heating, etc.  Ms. Wattley put forth a motion to make a donation in the amount of $100 to the SHS to be paid 

for from the SCG trust account.  Ms. Mahon seconded the motion.  The committee was in favor of the motion.  Ms. Eulner agreed to 

contact the borough attorney to determine how to proceed. 

Ms. Eulner informed the committee that, due to short staffing at the DPW, that formal work orders will need to be made if any work is 

requested of DPW.  This will allow DPW to prioritize their work load accordingly.  Ms. Eulner or Mr. Menapace will be responsible 

for filing the work orders. 



Prior to adjourning the meeting, Ms. MacNeill asked Mr. Minis if he would be interested in filling a vacant seat on the SCGC.  Mr. 

Minis responded favorably.  Ms. Eulner will put Mr. Minis’ 3 year appointment to the SCGC before the Council at the next council 

meeting. 

Adjournment.  Ms. Wattley made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This was seconded by Ms. Benevides. 

 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held at the Shrewsbury Historical Society Building on March 11th at 11 am. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Gail Forrest  

 


