
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

  
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

Historical Society Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

June 12th, 2017 

 

 

Present:                                                                                        Absent: 

Pam MacNeill                                                                             Maureen Collins 

Tom Menapace 

Mayor Don Burden 

Betsy Wattley 

Rich Augusty 

Tina Behr 

Gail Forrest 

Fred Preissler 

Judith Reuter 

Della Benevides 

 

Ms. MacNeill opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mr. Menapace was not feeling well and left after giving the treasurer’s report. The closing balance on April 10, 2017 was 

$9,579.73. 

Income of $205. was noted through the end of April as a result of 3 plots rented at $35. And 2 plots rented at $25. 

bringing the April closing balance to $9,784.73 with no pending offsets. 

From April through the present reimbursements were made to Dick Augusty for hoses in the amount of $41.98, 

Betsy Wattley for wood chips in the amount of $195.00, and Tom Menapace for a gate lock, wheel barrow, and garden tools 

in the amount of $128.09. Thus the opening balance at the end of April minus reimbursements paid out leaves the Community 

Garden with an available trust account balance of $9,419.66. A motion was made to approve the treasurer’s report by Mr. 

Augusty and it was seconded by Ms. Wattley. 

 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes. Mr. Augusty made a motion to approve the April 10th minutes and it was seconded by 

Ms. Wattley. 

 

Correspondence. Ms. MacNeill said she had received quite a bit of correspondence relating to bug infestations in some garden 

plots. In response she sent out identifying information specifically regarding the various stages of development of the Colorado 

Potato Bettle and how to address this issue including gardener vigilance. 

 

Meeting Opened to the Public. There were no members of the public in attendance. Mr. Augusty put forth a motion to close 

the meeting to the public and this was seconded by Ms. Reuter. 

 

Old Business. There was no old business on the agenda. 

 

New Business. 

 -Main Gate Closure. The gate sags on one side. Mr. Augusty and Mr.Preissler agreed to address this by checking the 

gate wire. 

 -Latch on main gate not engaging consistently. Mr. Augusty agreed to address this. 

 -Spigot/Hose status. All spigots are now working by turning the on/off lever. After much discussion of hoses, watering 

cans and watering wands, Ms. MacNeill agreed to ask Mr. Menapace to inventory and then purchase the needed items not to 

exceed $500. The committee decided to replace all ten hoses with new 50ft. rubber hoses from Sears. Mayor Burden 

volunteered to accompany Mr. Menapace in this endeavor. Two of the best of the current hoses will be retained for back up. 

 -Plot Borders. Ms. Mac Neill agreed to send out a notice to gardeners outlining the definition of and perimeters for a 

plot border. This will include that the border be inside the plot, the height permitted as well as acceptable materials for the 

border and a reminder that borders cannot be stored in the shed but may be left in place when the garden closes for the 

winter.  

 -Sunshade vs. umbrella. It was decided to continue use of the sunshade. Mr. Preissler agreed to put up the sunshade. 



 -Disposition of Collins plot/HTHS student use. It was agreed that Ms. Collins will continue to maintain one plot and 

plot #52 will be made available to a HTHS student for a research project. The student will be made aware of the rules of the 

Community Garden and must agree to them as well as being accompanied by a parent/responsible adult when at the garden. 

Mayor Burden expressed the hope that the student might share the research results with us at our January meeting. 

 

Open Discussion. There was lengthy discussion regarding how best to organize tools in the garden. Ms. Benevides 

recommended using long screws to achieve this and all agreed. Ms. Benevides agreed to address this. Ms. Behr agreed to 

review excess tools in the shed. 

 

Lunch Break produce contributions will begin in mid July. 

 

Maintenance of garden plots in compliance with garden rules will begin next week. Anonymous observers will report their 

findings to Ms. Behr who will notify the gardener of any corrections that may be needed. 

 

Ms. Wattley was thanked for her planting of morning glory seeds and resulting flowering plants. 

 

The committee expressed a hearty welcome back to Della Benevides to the SCGC! 

 

 

Adjournment. A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Preissler and seconded by Mr. Augusty. The meeting was 

adjourned at 8:10 PM 

 

 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will take place at the Shrewsbury Historical Society Building at 7:00 PM on July 10th. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Judith Reuter 

       Secretary, SCGC 

 


