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Meeting Minutes  

Shrewsbury Environmental Commission  
Wednesday, January 13th 2016 

Municipal Building, Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, New Jersey 07702  
  

Chairman Tim Thomas began the meeting at 7:32 PM by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and read the 

Presiding Officer’s Statement in compliance with P.L. 1975 c.231, the Public Open Meetings Act.  

  
Roll Call was taken by Secretary Bonnie Brookes. Present were Chairman Tim Thomas, Members John 

Collins, David Dragonetti & Hans Zweerink.  Alternate Member Robin Blair and Dr. Patrick DiBello, 

Associate Member Jill Gwydir and Mayor Burden were present.  In addition Shade Tree Committee Chair 

Bill Gerth and Member Lynne Royce were in attendance.    

 

Approval of Minutes: November 10th 2015 

Ms. Blair motioned to approve the minutes of November 10th 2015, seconded by Mr. Zweekink and 

approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  Blair, Dragonetti, Thomas & Zweerink  

NAYS:  None 

ABSTAIN: Collins  

 

Planning & Zoning  

Mr. Collins explained that Comfort Keepers is going to have an administration office at 697 Broad Street.  

He noted that they have many employees but only a few works in the office.  

 

Mr. Thomas stated that they received a letter from the Department of Environmental Protection 

determining that there are no wetlands on the Shrewsbury Manor property.  He also noted that they 

received a soil removal permit for a property on Sunnybank Drive where they will be a new house built.   

 

Mr. Collins informed the Commission on a subdivision on a lot that is between Shadowbrook Road and 

Meadow Drive.  He explained that they intend to knock down the current house and build two on the 

subdivided properties.  

 

Mr. Collins noted that Quickchek had not come before the Planning Board yet but noted that they are 

looking to develop the front of the property on Shrewsbury Avenue.  The Commission discussed if they 

would be keeping the large trees by the street which it looked like they would be according to the plans.  

Mr. Collins stated that he would get confirmation at the meeting.  The Commission discussed regulations 

concerning gas stations and drainage.  Mr. Thomas explained how storm water was collected at gas 

stations. Mayor Burden questioned if solar could be placed on the top of the gas station which the 

Commission discussed and determined that there could be safety concerns.  

  



Mr. Collins stated that the owners of Shrewsbury Plaza would like to tear down the office building behind 

the plaza and connect the properties for retail.  Mayor Burden noted that this property might have to deal 

with COAH regulations.  Mayor Burden stated that there might be some other developments  

 

Ester Hymer Preserve  

Mr. Gerth gave a history of Ms. Hymer.  Ms. Blair and Mayor Burden both shared their memories of her.  

Mr. Gerth informed the Commission how the preserve came to be.  He noted that there are ponds and was 

once paths back there on the 10 acres with signs by the two entrances.  Mr. Gerth  stated that there was 

40-50 acres of quasi-public property to both the south and east of the property with Parker’s Creek which 

has great opportunities for passive recreation.   

 

Mr. Gerth explained the current condition of the preserve.  He stated that the Shade Tree would be 

starting to clear a path connecting the two entrances with a long term goal of opening more trails.  He 

added that they would be reaching out to people with experience in stewardship of land and could provide 

grants. He invited the Commission for a tour of the property.  Mr. Gerth also noted some of the 

neighbor’s concerns and the good things that the preserve could be used for. Mayor Burden stated that 

they would like to form a Friends of Ester Hymer Foundation. 

 

The List 

Mayor Burden stated that the Borough is dealing with the poor condition of the Trader Joe’s plaza which 

the Commission discussed.  

 

Mr. Blair stated that she would like to reduce the mowable space at the Borough Hall and suggested 

planting wild flowers.  

 

Other 
Ms. Gwydir informed the Commission of the upcoming Sustainable NJ meeting.  Mr. Blair told the 

Commission that there would be an environmental documentary planning in Rumson later that month.  

Mayor Burden stated that a gentleman who group up in the Borough and who is now an anthropology 

professor will be having his show premier on the National Geographic channel on February 1st.  Ms. 

Brookes stated that the Borough Engineer would be attending the next Commission Meeting. 

 

Public  

Mr. Collins motioned to open the meeting to the public, which was seconded by Ms. Gwydir.  Seeing no 

one form the public wishing to speak, Mr. Collins motioned to close the meeting to the public, seconded 

by Ms. Blair.   

 

Adjournment 

Mr. DiBello motioned to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Collins.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 9:48 PM.   

  
  
  
  
      Attest:  ________________________________  
              Bonnie Brookes, Commission Secretary   

   

 

 

 


