
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

 
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

Municipal Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, New Jersey 07702 

10 February 2014 

 

 

Ms MacNeill opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the reading of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Present:      Absent: 

Pam MacNeill  Pat Pellegrino   Della Benevides    

Tony Pellegrino  Maureen Collins   Nancy Schmaltz  

Tina Behr   Betsy Wattley   Tim Thomas 

Fred Preissler 

 

Officer’s Statement   Ms MacNeill welcomed new members, Tony Pellegrino and Tina Behr. 

 

Approval of January Meeting Minutes    Minutes of the 13 January meeting were approved. 

 

Correspondence   A copy of a letter from Mr. Brupbacher indicating interest in a plot for 2014 

was presented by Ms Pellegrino, but no application was attached.  Ms Pellegrino will check with 

the Boro to see if there is an application on hand.  

 

Treasurer’s Report   Ms Pellegrino stated that the Community Garden Trust Fund starting 

balance was $2,466.51.  42 plot sign-ups had generated $1,050.00 (42x$25 each).  Bills of 

$100.00 had been paid ($25 gift card for the January speaker, and $75 for a plaque for Matt 

Kowalski), leaving a balance of $3,416.51. 

 

The Open Space Trust Fund starting balance was $2,910.79.  Bills for shed items were paid to 

Monmouth Building in the amount of $361.43, leaving a balance of $2,549.36.  Ms Pellegrino 

reported that of the original $3,500 budgeted for the shed there was a remaining balance of 

$458.99 which could be used for staining or shelving. 

 

Old Business   
 

North fence line “softening”:    Discussion occurred on a suggestion from the Mayor to 

consider “softening” the north sideline of the garden fence.  Ms Collins stated that she did not 

feel the Garden Committee was responsible for planting outside the garden fence. Ms Wattley 

reported that the issue had been discussed at a recent Shade Tree Commission meeting and the 

Commission would consider planting trees along the fence line if desired.  Consensus of the 

group was that nothing along the fence line requiring maintenance by gardeners should be 

planted.  A motion was made that “nothing would be planted by the Community Garden, and 

further that the Committee recommended that nothing should be planted along the fence line.”  

The motion was approved.  An amendment to the motion was made subsequently that “Any 

plans to add material to the fence line by the Borough or Borough Shade Tree Commission 

should be reviewed by the Garden Committee.” 

 



Assigning of second plots to gardeners: Second plots will be assigned one month after the 

official opening of the garden and only after all primary plots are assigned.  The official opening 

of the garden according to Mr. Preissler will probably be in late March or early April depending 

on when water is turned on. 

 

Enforcement of delinquent plot policy for 2013 gardeners:  Ms Behr has agreed to form a 

group of volunteers to enforce plot policy for 2014. 

 

Assignment of plots to non-resident gardeners:  Assignment of plots to non-resident 

gardeners: Ms. Pellegrino stated that to date, there were 7 non-residents requesting plots: 5 non-

residents are previous plot holders and 2 are new ones. Since 30 days have accrued since the 

January sign-up, Ms Pellegrino agreed to contact the 5 previous plot holders to pay their fees.  

Mr. Preissler will contact Mr. Brupbacher and urge him to comply with the rules and regulations 

and insist that his plot be maintained in April and May while he is away.  Ms MacNeill will 

contact the 2 new plot holders 

 

An amendment to the rules and regulations was suggested to clarify whether members of the 

same household/residence could apply for more than one plot.  Ms Collins made a motion that 

“The Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee will accept an application for a plot from only 

one member per residence.”  The motion was approved.  Mr. Pellegrino will concur with the 

borough lawyer whether we can add the amendment to the 2014 rules and regulations. 

 

The Committee agreed to call all legacy holders who had not yet applied for a 2014 plot and urge 

them to sign up immediately or notify as to whether they were interested in a 2014 plot. The 

effort was divided among the members. 

 

New Business 

 

Update on plot sign-ups for 2014:  Plots will be assigned at the March Committee meeting.  Ms 

MacNeill recommended that special requests for handicapped gardeners or gardeners wishing to 

change their plot location be honored. 

 

Report on presentation of plaque to Matt Kowalski:  Mr. Preissler attended the February 8th 

Eagle Scout Award Ceremony and presented an honorary plaque to Matt for his work on the 

shed.  

 

Open Discussion   Ms Collins presented information on cold frame pipes that will be available 

at the March 1 Community Gardener’s Conference in Morristown. During the conference there 

will be a pipe bending demonstration and pipes can be purchased for $3.00. 

 

Next Meeting   The next regular monthly meeting will be on March 10. 

 

Adjournment   Motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM. 

 

 

 

       Betsy Wattley  

       Acting Secretary, SCGC  
   


