
 

 

BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

  
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

Historical Society Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

December 9th, 2019 

 

 

Present:       Absent: 

Pam MacNeill      Judith Reuter    
Tina Behr      Kim Doran Eulner (Council Liaison) 

Pat Mahon       

Della Benevides        

Betsy Wattley 

Stu Minis 

Tom Menapace  

Gail Forrest 
 
Ms. MacNeill opened the meeting at 11:02 a.m. with the salute to the flag.  Ms. MacNeill commented on a successful closing day for 

the garden, noting a good turn out and a productive day.  She thanked the committee members for their help and participation. 

 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:  Ms. Behr made a motion to approve the November 2019 minutes of the SCGC meeting and 

this was seconded by Mr. Menapace.   

 

Correspondence.  Ms. MacNeill noted she had a letter from the director of Habcore, asking if we would consider donating our excess 

produce and PAR produce to their organization. After some discussion, it was decided to continue donating our excess produce to the 

Monmouth Day Care and to put Habcore on a waitlist. Ms. Wattley offered to reach out to Cousin’s Garden in Rumson to see if they 

would consider contributing produce to Habcore. Ms. MacNeill will ask Ms. Reuter to draft a letter to Habcore, informing them of our 

decision to wait list them. 

 

Treasurer’s Report.  Mr. Menapace noted that as of November 11th, 2019, there was a balance of $11,384.89. There was no new in-

come nor were there any offsets, leaving the final balance at $11,384.89.  Ms. Forrest made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report 

and this was seconded by Ms. Behr. 

 

Meeting Opened to the Public. The meeting was opened to the public and closed to the public as no one was in attendance. 

 

Old Business.   

-Speaker for annual January meeting: Ms. MacNeill informed the committee that Mr. Siclare will not be available to speak at the an-

nual meeting. The master gardeners noted that there was a list of speakers from the master gardeners’ program.  Ms. Wattley sug-

gested that we ask Debbie Lagatula to speak and volunteered to contact her to see if she is available.  As a back-up, it was suggested 

the Ellen Simonelli and Bob Millert might be good alternative speakers. 

 

New Business.   

-Council Liaison seat: Ms. Eulner informed Ms. MacNeill that she has accepted a new job and will not be able to attend most of the 

SCGC meetings, however, she expressed her desire to continue to act as our council liaison.  Considering the outstanding job she has 

done for us throughout the year, the SCGC agreed to have Ms. Eulner continue as council liaison. 

 

Open discussion:   The committee discussed the upcoming annual meeting which will be held at 7pm on January 13th, 2020.  Ms. 

Benevides reviewed the Rules and Regulations and noted that no changes are needed to the current document.  Ms. MacNeill volun-

teered to make the agenda and send it out for review.  Ms. Behr, Mr. Menapace and Mr. Minis volunteered to help with the garden 

sign-ups.  Ms. Behr noted that she will bring pens, paper clips and money in case change needs to made during the garden sign-ups.  

Ms. MacNeill agreed to bring cookies to the meeting and Ms. Wattley will provide water, ice, lemon and paper cups. 

 

MS. Behr reviewed the list of errant gardeners with the committee.  She noted that there were 14 plots which have still not been 

cleaned up, with either cages and/or stakes left behind or weeds still present in the plots.  The committee decided to have Ms. Behr 

contact each of the gardeners with specifics of their violations and ask that, at the very least, that the cages and stakes be removed 

from the garden.  Come spring, these gardeners should make every effort to clean out plots to ensure they are weed free.  There was 



 

 

further discussion about gardeners who had 4 or more warnings throughout the gardening season. Two individuals are leaving the 

garden on their own accord due to difficulties in maintaining their plots.  Three other gardeners were discussed and Ms. Behr sug-

gested that these gardeners be asked to surrender their plots for the next growing season due to the vast number of notifications they 

received and the lack of remediation of the infractions.  The committee agreed with Ms. Behr’s recommendations.  Three other indi-

viduals were discussed who had 4 or more warnings.  It was decided that these individuals would be allowed back due to extenuating 

circumstances in their lives.   

It was suggested that Opening Day of the garden could be used as a community work day to clean out any old plots and cover them 

with plastic.  The committee agreed with this suggestion.  It was also suggested that we establish a mentoring program for any new 

gardeners.  Experienced gardeners could meet new members to review plot maintenance and answer any questions that may come up 

during the growing season. The committee agreed with the recommendation. 

Lastly, Ms. Benevides informed the committee that she would remain on the SCGC for another 3-year term.   

 

Adjournment.  Mr. Menapace made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11;50.  This was seconded by Ms. Wattley. All approved. 

 

Upon adjournment, committee members shared in a holiday lunch courtesy of Mr. Don Burden. Ms. MacNeill and Ms. Wattley pro-

vided desserts and Ms. Mahon provided beverages.   

 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held at the Shrewsbury Historical Society Building on January 13th at 6:30 pm. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Gail Forrest 


