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Meeting Called to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.  

 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 4(a) of C.231, P.L. 1975, the required 48 hour 

advance notice of this meeting was given by mailing/faxing a copy of the agenda to the Asbury 

Park Press and the Two River Times, in addition, to posting on the bulletin board in the 

Municipal Building on December 2, 2016 by the Municipal Clerk. 

 

Roll Call 

Present:   Mayor Burden & Councilmembers Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, 

Eddy & Moran 

Also Present:   Attorney Martin Barger, Administrator Thomas Seaman & Municipal 

Clerk Kathleen P. Krueger  

 Absent:   Councilman Meyer 

 

Salute to Flag  
Led by Mayor Burden  

 

Presentation of the White Road Cup – Mr. Rick Brandt 

Mr. Brandt explained the history of the White Road Cup and noted that this year it was expanded 

to include children, fathers, and mothers. He noted that this event benefits Lunch Break in Red 

Bank and they were able to collect over $10,000, in addition to canned goods and clothing.  Mr. 

Brandt thanked the Council, Police, Fire, and First Aiders for their support.  Councilman 

DeSalvo questioned how this event first began.  Mr. Brandt explained that it stems from a middle 

school rivalry between Little Silver and Shrewsbury Boro kids who later went on to become high 

school friends.  He noted that many of this original group still plays in the game.   

 

Mr. Brandt stated that the trophy will sit in Bagel Masters for a few weeks on display.  He added 

that Shrewsbury has won eleven games to Little Silver’s four.   

 

Resolution #2016-95 (Appropriation Transfer #2) 

Mr. Seaman explained why the transfer was needed.  Councilman Anderson motioned to approve 

Resolution #2016-95, seconded by Councilman Moran, and approved by the following roll call 

vote:   

AYES:   Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None  

 

Resolution #2016-96 (Hire Full-Time Mechanic for DPW) 

Councilman Moran stated that they had four applicants, with one who did not show up for the 

interview.  Councilman Moran motioned to approve Resolution #2016-96, seconded by 

Councilman Anderson.  Councilwoman DerAsadourian stated that she would like to see more 

justification for the need for a full time mechanic.  She stated that the Borough has purchased 

many new cars and does not think they need it since they are covered under warranty.  

Councilman Moran stated that this was the decision of the DPW Committee and explained that 

the mechanic would be doing additional duties.  Council discussed the process that was taken to 
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make this decision and that the need has been substantiated for a second mechanic.  A roll call 

vote was taken and Resolution #2016-96 was approved by the following roll call vote:   

AYES:   Anderson, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS: DerAsadourian 

 ABSTAIN: None  

 

Administrator Report 
Mr. Seaman noted that the assessment cards were sent to Borough  residents a week ago and the 

average increase to assessments was 3.6%.  Councilman Eddy asked if the Borough could find 

out the averages for surrounding towns so residents could see that they are not the only ones 

being affected.  Mr. Seaman noted the newsletter deadline and the added that it would be 

electronically available this time.  He commented on the date of the tax sale, the bond 

anticipation note sale, and the status of the Requests for Proposals.      

 

Reports of Council 

Councilman Anderson reported on the annual Santa Breakfast at the Firehouse and the important 

dates for the school referendum.  He stated that he would be attending this upcoming Red Bank 

Board of Education meeting.    

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian invited Walt Huresky, Program Director for Safe Routes to 

School to come forward and speak about the situation on Monroe and North Monroe Avenues. 

 

Open Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Moran motioned to open the meeting to Mr. Hurseky, seconded by Councilman 

Anderson and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

Walt Huresky, 319 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury informed the Council that in 2013 there was 

a survey asking residents why they do not allow their children to bike or walk to school.  He read 

the responses of three unnamed residents who were concerned over the speeding, the drivers 

using Monroe and North Monroe as cut throughs, and the lack of sidewalks. He    

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian proposed that the Council hold a meeting with the Monroe and 

North Monroe residents to see if the neighborhood was interested in sidewalks.  Councilman 

Anderson stated that this would take some time to do and noted that there would have to be some 

rearranging of the capital plan.  Mayor Burden suggested involving the Police Department and 

also expressed concern that sidewalks would cause some residents to lose front yards and 

driveways.  The Council discussed some the issues involved with Mr. Huresky and decided to 

move forward with a meeting with the residents.  

 

Close Meeting to the Public 

Councilman DeSalvo motioned to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman 

Moran, and approved by all Councilmembers present.  

 

Councilman DeSalvo reported that he attended the last Board of Health meeting and noted that 

the Community Alliance would like to hold some additional music nights.  

 

Councilman Eddy updated the Council on the budget process. 
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 . 

Councilman Moran informed the Council of DPW’s recent activities and noted that they would 

be preparing for winter.  He told the Council that the price of the Packard truck increased an 

additional $15,000.  Ms. Seaman stated that the additional funds are available.  Council 

expressed their frustration on the delay with the purchase of the truck which caused an additional 

increase in the cost and discussed how they wanted to move forward.   Councilman Moran 

motioned to go out to bid for the Packard truck, seconded by Councilman Eddy, and approved by 

the following vote:  

AYES:   Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS:  None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

  

Councilman Anderson reported on his meeting with DPW and representatives from the Enclave 

regarding snow plowing. 

 

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Burden noted the Environmental Commission meeting was rescheduled for December 

and noted the water was turned off to the garden. He reviewed the numerous events and meetings 

he attended since the last meeting.  Mayor Burden read into the record a letter awarding a grant 

to the Borough for the 10% share of the FEMA grant.  

 

Correspondence 

Ms. Krueger read the results of the election with the total number of votes each candidate 

received.  She also noted the date of the Reorganizational meeting which will be January 3, 2017 

at 6:30 PM.   

 

Councilman Anderson stated that Red Bank Regional’s Superintendent requested to come to 

speak to the Council and that he would like to invite him to the next meeting, to which the 

Council agreed.   

 

Open the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Moran motioned to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman 

Anderson, and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

Philip Megna, 315 Dorn Drive, Shrewsbury elected Director of the Enclave, commented that the 

Tax Assessor told him that residential increases were on average 4%.  He noted that their homes 

should have been at 100% full value yet all sixty-six homes received increases of 5% to 15%.  

Mr. Megna stated that the Tax Assessor admitted that his comparable was based on one home, 

yet taxpayers that appeal need to present to the county the value of three to four homes, and felt 

that the tax assessor should be held to the same standard.  He also pointed out that they do not 

have any children in the school yet are being taxed more. 

 

Mr. Megna stated that he is upset that the Borough doesn’t want to plow the streets in the 

Enclave because the mailboxes are too close to the road.  Councilman Anderson explained that 

they are going to plow their streets but were concerned about the positioning of the mailboxes. 

Mr. Megna responded that the Borough approved the location of the mailboxes, not the 

homeowners.  He added that he understands that the Borough is requiring that none of the 
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sidewalks or driveways be cleared before the streets are cleared.  Councilman Anderson stated 

that he sat in the meeting that morning and that statement was not made.  He explained that DPW 

plows throughout the snow event and that the Enclave’s representatives were concerned that they 

don’t want to plow their driveways only to have them blocked again by the Borough’s plows. 

Councilman Anderson noted the only requirement requested by the Borough was for the 

Enclave’s contractor not to throw snow into the roads.  

 

Mr. Megna again asked the Council to look into the Assessor’s procedure.  Attorney Barger 

stated that he cannot comment on this issue until he speaks to Mr. FitzPatrick and that it should 

not be discussed as it could lead to litigation. He did note that it is a preference to have multiple 

comparables, but if they are not available, then you need to use other methods.    

 

Tony Buonaguro, 331 Dorn Drive, Shrewsbury stated that the assessments do not make sense 

and stated that one homeowner’s assessed value is being increased $82,000, which will cause a 

tax increase of over $2,000.  He stated that improvements are not being done to the homes to 

raise these values. Mr. Buonaguro stated that this is not an old community that has not been 

reassessed in many years and that the Assessor is just trying to ‘gild the lily’.  He commented 

that the school referendum is even worse and that no senior citizen will vote for it.  

 

Mr. Seaman commented that Mr. FitzPatrick has been working with these homeowners and he 

will speak to him again.  Attorney Barger stated that they can talk to the Assessor to see if 

anything can be done without having to file an appeal.  

 

Jim Irving, 44 White Road, Shrewsbury stated that he is glad to hear about the Monroe Avenue 

initiative and is in support of the sidewalks.  He also noted the sidewalks in front of ‘The Grove’ 

are risky since there is only nine inches between the sidewalk and the curb.  He explained that if 

kids are rough housing or wipe out on their bikes they could land in the highway.  

Councilwoman DerAsadourian explained that the Council is aware of the safety concerns on 

Broad Street and is looking for a solution.   

 

Mr. Irving stated that he attended the previous meeting to discuss capital projects.  Councilman 

Moran stated that he has the report for Mr. Irving and asked for his e-mail to send it to him.  Mr. 

Irving informed the Council of the pothole that he hits every time he backs out of his driveway 

and noted the poor condition of the road.  Mr. Irving commented on the Enclave’s assessment 

issue and mentioned that you cannot compare Shrewsbury homes to those in Little Silver.  He 

commented that the Assessor was very nice but noted that the person doing the assessing last 

time did just walk into his backyard when no one answered the front door.   

 

Carole Colannino, 336 Dorn Drive, Shrewsbury inquired when Avenue of the Common would 

be paved.  He noted that they were told it went out to bid last year and the last they heard was 

that the Department of Transportation had held it up.  Mr. Colannino stated that there is a large 

pothole developing on Avenue of the Common on the Shrewsbury Plaza side.  Councilman 

Moran stated that the repaving project is still on hold and he will check with the Engineer for an 

update.  Mr. Seaman stated that they do have to go back out for bid.  The Council noted that they 

would have DPW look at the pothole.   
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Mr. Megna told the Council to get it together and that they should have paved the road prior to 

sending out the tax bill so they wouldn’t have as many upset residents.  He noted that the 

residents of the Enclave are the only ones that have to deal with that road twice a day and that it 

is a hot button issue.  Councilman Moran pointed out  that the project was included in the state’s 

moratorium and there was nothing they could do until that was lifted.   

 

Close the Meeting to the Public 

Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Councilman Moran motioned to close the meeting to the 

public, seconded by Councilman Eddy, and approved by all Councilmembers present. 

 

Payment of Bills  

Councilman Eddy noted that only a little over $50,000 was the Borough’s and over a million was 

being collected for the schools.  Councilman Eddy motioned to approve the bills in the amount 

of $1,115,535.48, seconded by Councilman Anderson, and approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None  

 

Adjourn  

Councilman Anderson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 PM, seconded by Councilman 

Eddy and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

 

 

Attest:         
Kathleen P. Krueger, RMC – Municipal Clerk  

 

 

Approve:        
       Mayor Donald Burden  


