
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

  
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

Historical Society Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

Oct 8, 2018 

 

 

Present:       Absent: 

Pam MacNeill      Don Burden (excused) 

Judith Reuter      Dick Augusty 

Betsy Wattley 

Tina Behr 

Tom Menapace 

Pat Mahon 

Della Benevides 

Gail Forrest 

 

Ms. Mac Neill opened the meeting at 11:00 with the salute to the flag.  Ms. MacNeill proceeded to thank Ms. Wattley for alerting the 

committee to the presence of a large hornets nest in the gazebo.  She also thanked Mr. Menapace for communications with the DPW 

to have the hornets’ nest sprayed.  This was completed quickly thanks to Mr. Menapace and the DPW.  Mr. Menapace volunteered to 

inspect the Gazebo prior to the Harvest Fest and treat nests if necessary. 

. 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes.  Mr. Menapace made a motion to approve the Sept 2018 minutes of the SCGC meeting and 

this was seconded by Ms. Behr. 

Correspondence.  Ms. MacNeill informed the committee that all of the correspondence she received this month was with respect to the 

upcoming Fall Harvest Fest, which will be held on Sunday, Oct 14th from 4-6 pm.  She provided the committee with a current head 

count of 43 people while still waiting to hear back from 27 garden members.  Ms. MacNeill also mentioned that in addition to the 

committee members who volunteered to help with set up and clean up, she has an additional 5 volunteers from the garden who have 

offered to help set up.  I t was decided that all involved should meet at the historical society at 3 pm prior to the start of the party.  In 

case of inclement weather, the party will be held in the Historical Society Building.  

 

Treasurer’s Report. Mr. Menapace reported that the closing balance from Sept was $10258.94.  There was no new income.   There 

were offsets in the amount of $35.98 for locks purchased by Ms. Benevides.  This left a closing balance is $10,222.96.  Ms. Reuter 

made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and this was seconded by Ms. Benevides.   

 

Meeting Opened to the Public. The meeting was opened to the public and closed to the public as no one was in attendance. 

 

Old Business. 

There was a discussion pertaining to the final preparations for the annual Harvest Fest. Mr. Menapace, Mayor Burden and the PAR 

will provide coolers.  Ms. Reuter will supply 4 garbage cans with lids and liners.  Mayor Burden will obtain ice from the EMS.  Ms. 

Wattley and Ms. Benevides will bring paper supplies purchased, as well as potted mums which will adorn the tables. 

 

Ms. Mahon initiated a discussion on how to solve the insect problems which have plagued the garden this year,  She informed the 

committee that she had a meeting scheduled with the Monmouth County Ag Extension agent to get advice, but unfortunately, that 

person left his position and could no longer meet with her.  After performing her own research, Ms. Mahon withdrew her original 

suggestion to apply beneficial nematodes in the garden due to the complexity of the application.  After much reading, Ms. Mahon 

determined that sanitation was the biggest factor in curbing infestations.  She suggested that it would be extremely beneficial if all 

gardeners turned over their soil at the end of the season.  This would allow birds to eat the pests and thus reduce the magnitude of the 

problem.  Ms. Mahon also suggested the use of beneficial insects for controlling the pests.  Because this would require application at 

the time when plants are in the garden, Mr. Menapace suggested that Ms. Mahon gather information and present her findings at the 

March meeting. The SCGC agreed with this recommendation.  Ms. MacNeill agreed to send out a reminder to all gardeners on the 

importance of cleaning out their plots and turning over their soil to help reduce infestations for next year.  Ms. Benevides suggested a 

useful article on the importance of sanitation to reduce pests and provided the link (awaytogarden.com). 

 

 

 

 



New Business. 

Ms. Behr reminded committee members that perennial plants are not allowed in the garden, as per the Rules and Regulations.   She 

noted that one gardener has 2 types of perennials in their garden and asked the committee for input as to if and how the rule should be 

enforced.  The SCGC agreed to enforce the rule and an email to remove the plants will be sent to the gardener. 

 

Ms. Behr also asked if we should have all gardeners be responsible for the weeding of the common path area immediately adjacent to 

their plots (referred to as plot endcaps).  The committee agreed that all gardeners should be responsible for weeding 2 feet of their 

endcap area.  Ms. Benevides agreed to add this to the Rules and Regulations. 

 

Ms. Behr provided the committee with an overview of this year’s maintenance issues within the garden, She noted that numerous 

(>10) gardeners were issued 4 or more notifications over the growing season.  As per the Rules and Regulations, a discussion followed 

as to whether or not these gardeners should surrender their plots next year.  The committee agreed to wait until after the garden closing 

date of Nov 15th, at which time, Ms. Behr will do a final inspection of the plots.  Anyone with more than 4 notifications will be 

contacted to surrender their plots for the next growing season. 

 

Open Discussion: 

Ms. MacNeill noted that she will not be attendance at the next meeting.  Ms. MacNeill will contact Mr. Augusty to chair the next 

meeting. 

 

Adjournment.  Mr. Menapace made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This was seconded by Ms. Reuter. 

 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held at the Shrewsbury Historical Society Building on November 12th at 11 am 

 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Gail Forrest  

 


