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A Message From the Mayor

Newsletter Articles Wanted
Anyone interested in having an article published in the next issue, please contact Izzy Grieco
at 732.741.4200, x106 or email at igrieco@shrewsburyboro.com.  All local groups and organiza-

tions are encouraged to submit articles.

Visit the Borough Website at
www.shrewsburyboro.com

Everyone in town is undoubtedly fully aware of the devastating fire that destroyed the
residence of Jeffrey and Joan Rich, 469 Sycamore Avenue, on Monday afternoon,
February 4.  The loss of this historical gem lessens by one the remaining stately homes
that once dominated rural Shrewsbury.  Our thoughts are extended to the Rich Family
as they deal with the realities of this tragic loss.

This event brought out the best in our community through the response of the
Shrewsbury Hose Company under the highly capable leadership of Chief Pete Gibson.
The many hours of training came into play that day as these volunteers battled for hours
not only attempting to save “The Yellow House” but also to keep the fire from spread-
ing to adjacent properties.   To all members of the Hose Company, Shrewsbury owes a
great deal of gratitude and a "thank you" for being there in a time of need for all of us.

A major tragedy such as this engages other emergency service teams.  An additional
thank you to our neighboring fire departments for responding so timely to assist the
Shrewsbury firefighters.  Our volunteer First Aid squad was readily available to assist
as needed.  Once again, our Police Department did a stellar job of directing and
moving emergency vehicles to the scene.  Teams representing the county were also on
the sidelines for support.  The outpouring of support from the neighbors should not go
unnoticed either.  To all, THANK YOU!  An event such as this clearly gives renewed
meaning to the fact that Shrewsbury is a small community built on compassion, under-
standing, and appreciation.

Please join us on Monday, May 27, 10:00 a.m., as we gather together at Patriot Isle to
honor Shrewsbury’s fallen heroes and to honor all our veterans who have served our
country.

With the clocks now set ahead to welcome Daylight Savings Time, spring brings with
it so many events to engage our residents.  Please check the community calendar on the
Boro website.

Congratulations
Shrewsbury Eagle Scouts

Troop #50
Class of 2012

Matthew Gennaro
Christian Goodhue
Allesandro Orsini
Raymond Peterson

Evan Tyler

Mayor Appointed To
Monmouth County Library Commission

The Monmouth County Board of Chosen Freeholders at their meeting of February
28, 2012, adopted Resolution #2013-0157 appointing Shrewsbury’s Mayor
Donald Burden as a regular member of the Monmouth County Library Commission
to fill an unexpired term ending December 31, 2013.
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Operation Take Back New Jersey
If you have unused, unwanted, or expired medication either over-the-counter or prescribed, the time to dispose of
them is Saturday, April 27, 2013 between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. at Shrewsbury Borough Hall.  The
Shrewsbury Borough Police Department will have a collection box at the Dispatch desk on the first floor.

Shrewsbury Police Department

-By Vito Marra, Fire Marshal

Two River Alert Emergency Notification System Upgrade

The Borough of Shrewsbury is proud to announce an upgrade to our Two River Alert emer-
gency notification system. This computer based high-speed telephone calling system is used
by the Police Department to notify residents and businesses of critical information such as;
evacuations, criminal activity, missing children, long-term power outages, etc. It is also used
in partnership with the Shrewsbury Board of Education, Red Bank Regional High School,
Borough of Little Silver and Little Silver schools to keep residents informed of school

closings and other information related to the school system. The Two River Alert notification system is capable of
dialing up to 60,000 telephone numbers an hour as well as sending text and email alerts.

During the transition, the contact information contained in our old system was imported to insure that there would
be no loss of service to our residents or businesses. While the contact information could be transferred, the
account information could not. We are encouraging all residents and businesses to visit our website at
www.shrewsburyboro.com and click on the Two River Alert logo located at the bottom left of our homepage. You
will be directed to our enrollment page where you can create an account and provide your current contact infor-
mation. For those that do not have internet access, forms are available at Borough Hall. Please visit our website
for more information.

Fire Safety Message

NJ Department of Community Affairs (DCA) would like to remind all residents to change and test the batteries in
their smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors. This reminder is especially important this year in the wake of
Hurricane Sandy when many households were powering their homes with gasoline and diesel fueled generators,
which release a large amount of carbon monoxide, a colorless, odorless gas.

The message of "change your clock, change your battery" is simple and can be lifesaving. Making this activity a
habit can go a long way towards preventing fire and carbon monoxide-related injuries and deaths. People should
install, test and maintain smoke alarms and carbon monoxide (CO) detectors in their homes. These devices should
be placed, at minimum, on each floor of a home, outside of all sleeping areas, and in the basement.  Fire Safety
also suggests alarms and detectors in each bedroom. The most commonly cited cause of non-working smoke
alarms is worn or missing batteries. By simply replacing the batteries of these devices, people strengthen their
first line of defense against fire and carbon monoxide poisoning.  Households should consider upgrading to long-
life lithium batteries. In addition to changing the batteries, people should replace smoke alarms and carbon
monoxide detectors at regular intervals as well. Smoke alarms older than ten years and CO detectors older than
five years should be replaced as soon as possible.

To improve safety in the home, the Division of Fire Safety also suggests people prepare a disaster supply kit that
includes items such as water, food, flashlights, batteries and blankets. Furthermore, households should devise a
family escape plan and practice these routes with adults at least twice a year, including at night, so that everyone
knows what to do when the smoke alarm or carbon monoxide detector sounds.

-By Chief Louis Ferraro
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Information from the Clerk's Office

Door-to-Door Solicitations

Approval by the Clerk’s Office and the Police Department is required of anyone soliciting or canvassing in the
Borough of Shrewsbury. Exemptions exist for our police, volunteer fire and first aid personnel, children 18 or
younger representing any of the following groups:  Boy/Girl Scouts, local grammar/high school educational
fundraisers, local recreation/travel sports teams. Residents are encouraged to ask solicitors for proof of Borough
approval which will be in the form of a badge or certification letter signed by our Clerk, Kathleen Krueger. If the
solicitor does not have this approval, we encourage you to contact the Police Department at 732-741-2500.

Please note that under Federal Law, we are not allowed to deny a solicitation request from a non-profit
organization as long as our requests for proof of exempt status, recent tax return, bylaws, and a list of volunteers,
is provided.  Federal Law allows them to canvass up until 9:00 p.m. “For- profit” organizations/individuals
must meet several requirements under Borough Code - Chapter 132; a current Borough Business License, a
satisfactorily completed background check including fingerprinting, a recent photo for our files, and an approved
application.

All solicitors need to follow our Borough Code of Conduct, which involves removing themselves from any
premises immediately after being asked to leave. Solicitors are also instructed that if you have any type of
sign/notice posted that they may not knock or enter upon your premises.

Garage Sale Season  Have you finished your spring cleaning and found yourself with a bunch of unwanted stuff?
If you are planning on having a garage sale, don’t forget to stop by the Clerk’s Office in the Municipal Complex to
get a garage sale permit. Permits are $5.00 and only take a few minutes to complete. Questions? Call 732-741-
4200 x108.

Placement of garage sale/bazaar type signs on Borough property:
Signs advertising garage sales, sport team clinics, PTO events, bazaars, etc. are not permitted to be placed be-
tween the curb and the sidewalk (this is considered Borough property and in violation of Borough Code). Signs
are also not permitted on any lampposts or telephone poles (by order of JCP & L).  Signs may be placed on
residential properties, beyond the sidewalk, as long as they have the resident’s permission.

Tennis Courts: The Borough tennis courts at Sickles Park are now open for play. User fees were approved in
2011 to help defray the costs of reconstruction and continued maintenance. A combination lock had to be placed
on the door in order to keep out those using the courts for non-tennis oriented activities (skateboarding, scooter
and bike riding). In the past, these activities have caused damage to the courts and nets.  Badges with the lock
combination are available for purchase at Borough Hall.
2013 Fees:  Daily Badge: $3 per resident, $5 per non-resident.  Annual badge: $20 per resident, $35 per non-
resident.   Maximum per family charge: $50. Badges are free to those under the age of 16 and over 65.
Court Reservations: Residents can reserve a court for one-hour periods. The reservation calendar is on file in
the Clerk’s office.

Do you “Like” Shrewsbury?
The Borough of Shrewsbury now has an official Facebook page where you will find information on meetings,
emergencies, and community events.  Facebook is a social media website where people can create profiles and
can ‘friend’ other people or ‘like’ groups and organizations whose posts users can follow.  You can like
‘Shrewsbury Borough, New Jersey – Government’ on Facebook by going to www.facebook.com/
ShrewsburyBoroNJGovernment or following the link on the Borough’s website.

-By Karen Lloyd
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Borough Memorial Day Remembrance

The Borough’s annual Memorial Day Observation will be held on Monday,
May 27th 2013 at 10 a.m.  The Ceremony will be at Patriot Isle on the corner
of Sycamore Avenue & Broad Street and followed by refreshments at the Hose
Company on Broad Street.  The Borough welcomes everyone to this commu-
nity remembrance.   If you are a veteran living in Shrewsbury and/or know
someone who is, please contact the Municipal Clerk’s Office at 732-741-4200
x108, so they can be recognized.

Information from the Clerk's Office continued...

Shrewsbury Senior Homesteaders

This active social group meets the second Thursday of each month, September thru June, in Fellowship Hall of
Shrewsbury Presbyterian Church on Sycamore Avenue, with a varied informational and entertainment program;
luncheons and trips are included during the year. For those fifty years and older who either presently reside in
Shrewsbury, or who have formerly lived here, our Shrewsbury Senior Homesteaders is the ideal venue to socialize
with others and also to network with our schools and other Boro organizations. Non-residents are welcome as
guests and to join as our quota permits.

At our March meeting, as we enjoyed lunch catered by Strokers of Shrewsbury, we were treated to a first hand
account of the undefeated 1982-83 Red Bank Regional Boys’ Basketball team by the only Shrewsbury member of
this remarkable squad, Russell Perry. Musician Gary Cook entertained us on Valentine’s Day, and the Lip Syncers
gave us a stellar performance in January. Recently, we traveled to the Monmouth County Culinary Institute where
we enjoyed a delicious brunch prepared and served by the students. We’re eagerly anticipating our June event held
at the Molly Pitcher Inn overlooking the beautiful Navesink River.

As our group grows, we’re developing new community projects. Come and participate; energize with new ideas.
For information on visiting or becoming a member, please call Roger LeValley (732/747-5617), Membership
Chair, or Carolyn Alt (732/531-5557), President.

 -By Carolyn Alt, President

Recreation

Shrewsbury Recreation would like to thank all of the coaches, assistant coaches, and other
volunteers for making this year’s basketball program a tremendous success.

The basketball program covers grades K thru 8th grade, and this year we had 287 participants
from 189 families. This is a great example of the community involvement of our families and the

volunteers who make the Recreation programs as successful as they are.

We had our share of success on the court this year. In league play (5th/6th and 7th/8th, boys and girls), we
had finalists in all 4 brackets and won 3 of the 4 championships. We also had, by far, the best overall record
in the league. We are especially proud of the sportsmanship and integrity all Shrewsbury teams demonstrated
to the other teams, coaches, and referees in league play.

Congratulations and thank you to the coaches, assistant coaches, and volunteers for making such a positive
impact on the children who participate in our Recreation programs!

 -By Shrewsbury Recreation
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Shrewsbury Community Garden

We’re off and Growing!
The Shrewsbury Community Garden (SCG) is getting ready to kick off its second growing season! Following the
SCG’s Annual Meeting in January, which featured Master Gardeners Bob Melleret and Ellen Simonetti discuss-
ing the Four Seasons of Gardening, nearly 30 new gardeners signed up to be a part of the garden. Currently, there
are 63 plot holders, including three nonprofit groups.  In the true spirit of community, gardeners will be helping
out with the maintenance of the garden in addition to tending to their own plots. The garden will also continue to
supply fresh produce to Lunchbreak through the PAR (Plant A Row) program. If you are interested in obtaining a
plot, contact Borough Hall or stop by the SCG table at the Earth Day Fair to learn more.

-By Maureen Collins

Shrewsbury Community Alliance
Strengthening Community Awareness

As spring approaches, the SCA is in full swing planning and preparing for various community events.  While the
Alliance is most well known for the work it does for Red Ribbon Week, for the prevention of Drug and Alcohol
abuse as well as the prevention of bullying, this year the Alliance plans to focus also on building community
togetherness.  We are excited about our new tag line, “Strengthening Community Awareness”.We have several
events in the works for the upcoming months.  Look for further information as it becomes available.

We will also be present at some other events that are happening around town.  We strongly encourage you to come
by and stop at our table during the Health Fair on April 10th and Earth Day on April 27th.

Red Ribbon Week is already being planned for the 2013-2014 school year.  It should be a huge success, filled
with exciting and engaging events for our students.  Don’t forget to take a picture with your red tulip when it
blooms!  Please send pictures to shrewsburyalliance@gmail.com

We welcome you to come to our next meeting, April 8 at 7:30 p.m.  We would love to see new faces and hear
new ideas.   Please “like” us on Facebook to get updated information on our events as well as meeting times and
locations.  See you at the next meeting!

 - By Nikki Barreca, Alliance Co-Chair

The Shrewsbury Garden Club Springs into Action

The Shrewsbury Garden Club will be hosting a number of interesting programs and events for gardeners this
spring.  On Saturday, April 27th, the club will host two workshops in conjunction with the Earth Day Fair. Master
Composter Tom Matulewicz will host the first workshop on Composting, or “How to Make Black Gold” from 9
a.m. to 10 a.m. Composting bins will be available for $35 to those who preregister for the event. A $5 donation is
requested for those who attend the lecture. The second workshop on Making A Rain Barrel will follow from 10
a.m. to 11 a.m. The cost is $55 and includes all the materials and tools to make your own rain barrel. Register for
one or both events by emailing the organizers at sgcrainbarrel@gmail.com.

Also, please support the SGC in their largest fundraiser of the year as they host their annual Gardeners Market,
Saturday, May 11, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Gazebo.  This year’s event will include something for every-
one, including spring annuals and perennials, herbs and vegetables and even a Green Elephant Sale. Stop by to
see a free demonstration on making a flower arrangement or planting a container pot. Pick up some fresh flowers
for Mother’s Day. Funds raised during the sale help support the maintenance of our community public gardens,
including the Cottage Garden, Gazebo Garden, and Herb Garden at the historic Allen House. For more informa-
tion on upcoming SGC events, visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/shrewsburygardenclub

-By Maureen Collins
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 -By Jill Gwydir

Shade Tree - Open for Business

Environmental Commission

Shrewsbury Green Team looking for new members: In February 2012, Shrewsbury Boro received sustainable
certification from Sustainable Jersey, but our work isn’t over!  Sustainable Jersey is a certification program for
New Jersey municipalities that want to go green, save money and take steps to sustain their quality of life over the
long term. And while we’ve made great progress, we have to get ready for re-certification in 2014 to remain a
sustainable community. The Green Team, a group of volunteers from businesses, municipal and government
groups and residents, is inviting anyone who is interested in helping to keep our town green and to protect our
resources for future generations to join us. Future projects may include supporting local food production, estab-
lishing green purchasing policies, developing green design projects and reducing our carbon footprint through
green initiatives. We meet on the fourth Thursday of every month; our next meeting is March 28 at 7:30 at the Boro
Hall. If you want be a part of positive environmental change, please contact Jill Gwydir at jagwydir@gmail.com.

STC planted new trees at the Borough’s Municipal Complex at the end of 2012. Six Okame Cherry trees were
planted in clusters of 3 on each side of the Sycamore entranceway to the complex. These trees will grow to be 15’
- 30’ high and 20’ - 30’ wide at maturity. They will announce spring with clear rosey pink blooms with a mild
fragrance in early spring. In the fall their leaves will be bronzy red to bright orange to red. Two ‘Green Mountain’
Sugar Maples (Acer saccharum) were planted east of the parking main parking lot, south of the Gazebo. These
will develop into stately trees that grow 40’ - 50’ tall and 35’ wide at maturity. In the fall their leaves will turn
into brilliant shades of burnt orange or red.

Don’t miss out on seeing other spring beauties at the municipal complex. The Corneliancherry Dogwood (Cornus
mas) on the east side of the Wardell House will flower yellow in March. The flowers bloom earlier than those of
forsythia. The Red Horsechestnut (Aesculus x carnea) on the north side of the Gazebo will have spectacular rose-
red flowers in May.

STC provides street shade trees to Shrewsbury residents. Please contact a STC member or Bill Gerth at (732)
670-5569 if interested in selecting and/or obtaining a shade tree.

Information on shade trees selection, planting and care can be accessed on-line at www.shrewsburyboro.com
under Commissions at the STC site. STC welcomes community input, feedback, and involvement.

-By Bill Gerth, STC Chairperson

Gregory Vermilyea, Chairperson
Tim Thomas, Co-Chair
Patricia Pellegrino, Treasurer
Della Benevides, Secretary
Tom Menapace, Council Liaison

Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee Meetings:
The Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee meetings are held on the second Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
in the Municipal Building at Boro Hall, with the exception of October and November.

Nancy Schmaltz, Member
Maureen Collins, Member
Bill Gerth, Member
Fred Preissler, Member

-By Tom Seaman, Finance Officer

Borough Saves With New Solid Waste Collection Contract

Most residents are now familiar with the DeLisa Demolition and Disposal trucks for solid waste collection.
This bid award is saving the Borough $13,960 in 2013, and the same savings for the next two years.
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Northwestern Mutual
Mark F. Degenhart, Sr.

1161 Broad St. Suite 314, Shrewsbury, NJ
732-616-2869 mark.degenhart@nmfn.com

Your Personal Trainer for Financial Fitness.

The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co.,

Shrewsbury Borough School

Perhaps You’ve Heard…

Shrewsbury Borough School, staff and students, have been indus-
triously working together to provide Union Beach Schools with the
support and supplies that are so desperately needed following Hurri-
cane Sandy. Each month “Team Shrewsbury”, with the help of the
7th and 8th graders, has been delivering a service to their students
and school community after school hours, raising the necessary funds
for this worthy project.  These monthly events have been tremen-
dously successful and gratifying to all those involved.  As SBS is the
pilot school in New Jersey for the “Peace Builders” Program, pro-
viding character education alongside of academics, SBS has created
an environment which is cooperative, productive, and academically
successful.

“Helping Others” is the principle that both the SBS faculty and stu-
dents are practicing in their everyday lives, while reaching out to the
Union Beach community. The final two events this school year will
be community wide.  Please come out on May 4 to get your car
washed by staff and students: SBS parking lot, 9 a.m. – 12 noon,
$10 per car.

On June 8, staff and students will host a Pot Luck Picnic
11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. behind the school.  Bring your
blanket, chair, and picnic baskets/coolers.  There will be
entertainment, activities for the youngsters, and plenty of
camaraderie, for a small donation of $20 per family.  All
proceeds will support Union Beach School District.

Contact Team Shrewsbury: trunke@sbs.k12.nj.us

www.facebook.com/ShrewsburyBoroNJGovernment



Christ Church Shrewsbury

On Tuesday May 14th at 7 p.m. at the Shrewsbury Historical Society, a talk on “Gossip, Friendships, and Lawsuits:
The Effects of Relationships on Eighteenth Century Christ Church in Shrewsbury” will be given regarding some inter-
esting Shrewsbury History.  Christin Vivona, a graduate student from Monmouth University, has been interning at Christ
Church this semester studying our treasure trove of records. Christin’s research is about people and history, illuminating
an important time in Shrewsbury’s past. Please join us. Open to all with no charge.

On Sunday May 26th after the 10 a.m. service, the parish will hold its annual reading of the veterans interred in the
graveyard. These veterans span the eras from the French and Indian War to World War II. This event will occur about
11 a.m. in the churchyard at the southeast corner of the church. There will be a short performance of patriotic songs.
Open to all with no charge. Refreshments served afterwards in the parish hall.

On Friday June 7th from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday June 8 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., a Flea Market will be held at the
Christ Church Parish House on Sycamore Avenue.  Household items, kids toys, clothing, books and a host of trinkets
and treasures will be available. Please join us!

New Eyes for the Needy

Reminder: The Borough is still collecting unwanted eyeglasses, sunglasses and hearing aids. The unwanted items
are sent to New Eyes for the Needy in Short Hills, New Jersey.  To date, we have donated over 600 pairs of
glasses on behalf of the Borough. So when you stop by the Borough Hall, bring your unwanted glasses and place
them in the collection box on the 2nd floor.  Thank you.

-By Lorraine Kelleher

-By Kim Honecker

Mark Your Calendar
Dates to Remember

April 10 SPTG Blood Drive & Heath Fair
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Boro school

April 27 Earth Day Fair & Electronics Recycling Drive
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Boro Hall

Composting Workshop "How to Make Black Gold"
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Making A Rain Barrel Workshop
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Operation Take Back New Jersey
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Police Department

May 4 Car Wash, $10 per car
9:00 a.m. - 12 noon, SBS Parking Lot

May 11 Gardeners Market
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., the Gazebo at Boro Hall

Code Enforcement

REMEMBER TO SCOOP UP
The nice weather is around the corner, and we’re all beginning to get more active with our pets.  The Borough of
Shrewsbury has an ordinance, Pet Waste, Chapter 215-II which requires that you clean up after your dog.
Cleaning up after your pet is something that is not only sanitary but responsible and respectful to others. Please do
your part to help keep public areas, such as parks, sidewalks, trails, etc. clean.

May 27      Memorial Day Remembrance
     10:00 a.m., Patriot Isle

June 8       Pot Luck Picnic
     11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.,
      behind the Boro school




