
 

 

BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

  
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

Historical Society Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

August 12th, 2019 

 

 

Present:       Absent: 

Pam MacNeill      Gail Forrest     

Tina Behr      Judith Reuter 

Pat Mahon       

Della Benevides        

Tom Menapace 

Betsy Wattley 

Stu Minis 
Kim Doran Eulner (Council Liaison) 
 
Ms. MacNeill opened the meeting at 11:00 a.m. with the salute to the flag.  Ms. MacNeill thanked Mr. Menapace for letting the com-

mittee know about the hornet’s nest near the gazebo and working with Ron Neis to eradicate the problem. Ms. MacNeill also thanked 

Mr. Menapace for treating the hornet’s nest by the front gate, for working on the gate, and repairing a hose. Ms. Eulner contacted Ron 

to find out the status of the nest by the gazebo and Mr. Neis reported that a second treatment was required. Ms. MacNeill thanked Ms. 

Behr for monitoring delinquent gardeners and she thanked the PAR representatives (Benevides, Wattley, Mahon) for maintaining the 

PAR plots and harvesting crops which are donated to Lunch Break.   

 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes.  Ms. Behr made a motion to approve the July 2019 minutes of the SCGC meeting and the 

minutes were approved by all members present at that meeting. 

 

Correspondence.  Ms. MacNeill noted that she had received a message from Mark Degenhart that he had been treating the weeds 

around the perimeter of the garden with a vinegar/salt solution but that the weeds kept reoccurring. She thanked Mr Degenhart for his 

efforts.  

Ms. Behr noted that she had received correspondence from Ken Martin about the “sedge grass” growing in his plots (75 and 76) and 

wondered if he should replace the soil and did anyone have a recommendation for a source for top soil. It was suggested that Mr. Mar-

tin didn’t need to remove the top soil but to manually try to remove the weeds. It was also suggested that the offending weed is 

Nutsedge. The conversation evolved to suggest whether we should have another workday to concentrate on the western section of the 

garden where the Nutsedge is particularly offensive. See New Business. 

 

Treasurer’s Report.  Mr. Menapace reported that as of July 8, 2019 there was a balance of $11,537.53. Only one payment was pending 

since that time for reimbursement to Mr. Menapace for waterproofing tape. Once payment is made the current balance will be 

$11,524.55.  Ms. Behr made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and this was seconded by Ms. Wattley. All approved.  

 

Meeting Opened to the Public. The meeting was opened to the public and closed to the public as no one was in attendance. 

 

Old Business.  Ms. MacNeill opened a discussion of the 2019 Harvest Fest which will occur Sept 22, from 4 to 6 p.m. Ms. MacNeill 

will send out an email invite to all gardeners to request volunteers for set up and clean-up, and to obtain a number of gardeners attend-

ing. Ms. MacNeill will also speak with Don Burden to see if he can get ice from First Aid. Ms. MacNeill and Mr. Menapace will bring 

coolers. Ms. Wattley, Ms.MacNeill and Ms. Mahon will bring garbage cans and Ms. Wattley will provide garbage bags.  Ms. Bene-

vides agreed to help with flowers again this year.  

Mr. Menapace made a motion to approve $150.00 for supplies for the event, including flowers, snacks, paper and plastic goods. Mr. 

Minis seconded. Mr. Menapace reminded us that anyone buying supplies is encouraged to give vendors the municipal telephone num-

ber (732 741 4200) so that purchases can be tax-exempt. 

 

New Business.  Ms. Eulner informed the committee that there was a possibility of paving the walking paths around Manson park in-

cluding the ADA path around the shed and garden. The committee unanimously encouraged Ms. Eulner to support the initiative in 

order to eliminate both the need for weeding on the path and the problem with rain erosion during heavy downfall.  

A work day was scheduled for August 24th at 8:00 a.m. to clear the weeds in the western section of the garden, and reapply mulch. 

Ms. MacNeill will send out an email to all gardeners informing them of this event.  



 

 

Ms. Behr led a discussion of errant gardeners and presented a spread sheet indicating that at least 6 gardeners had been sent three no-

tices that they were in violation of the rules and regulations of the garden. Ms. Behr had received some feedback from a few gardeners 

but not all. Ms. Behr noted that she has repeatedly offered to assist any gardener with their plot.  A fourth notice sent to any gardener 

will be sufficient for removal of that gardener for next year.  

Ms. Benevides suggested that the reason the western section of the garden is in poorer shape relative to the rest of the garden is that 

there is a greater turnover of gardeners in that section. Mr. Menapace suggested we establish a mentorship program for new gardeners 

to help them manage plots.   

During the discussion on the Harvest Fest, questions concerning what is recyclable arose. Ms. Eulner texted Mr. Neis for clarification. 

He subsequently came to the meeting with printed handouts which detail what is and what is not recyclable. He also noted that more 

treatments for the hornets are going to be necessary as they keep rebuilding their nests, and he will continue to monitor the problem as 

we approach the Harvest Fest. He also confirmed that talks were underway for paving the walking paths. 

 

Open discussion: Ms. Wattley encouraged members of the committee to think about another pantry for donations as Lunch Break is 

inundated with produce this time of year. Ms Eulner offered to post a question on the Peninsula swap site, to contact St. Anthony’s 

Church in Red Bank and Monmouth Day Care to see if they would accept donations.  

  

Adjournment.  Ms. Wattley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:30 p.m.  This was seconded by Ms. Mahon. All approved 

 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held at the Shrewsbury Historical Society Building on Sept 9th at 11 a.m. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Betsy Wattley 


