
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY  57 

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 

MAYOR & COUNCIL  April 18, 2016 
 

 

Meeting Called to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.  

  

In accordance with the requirements of Section 4(a) of C.231, P.L. 1975, the required 48 hour 

advance notice of this meeting was given by mailing/faxing a copy of the agenda to the Asbury 

Park Press and the Two River Times, in addition, to posting on the bulletin board in the 

Municipal Building on April 15, 2016 by the Municipal Clerk. 

 

Roll Call 

Present: Mayor Burden, Councilmembers Anderson, Eddy & Moran 

Also Present: Borough Administrator Thomas Seaman & Clerk Kathleen Krueger  

Absent: Councilmember DerAsadourian***, DeSalvo**, Meyer & Borough 

Attorney Martin Barger* 

  

Salute to Flag  
Mayor Burden asked the Cub Scouts to help lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Presentation by Cub Scout Troop 50 Requesting Permission for their Curb Numbering 

Project 

Scout Connor Anderson, thanked the Council for having them and explained that they are 

seeking approval to conduct a fundraiser.  Scout Lucas McAvoy stated that they wanted to paint 

street numbers on the curb in front of residences and sell ‘no soliciting’ signs. Scout Ryan 

Sweeney said that they are doing this to raise money and as a public service to help emergency 

services and delivery men.  Scout Kristian Ernst explained the size and placement of the numbers 

and the material to be used.  Scout McAvoy said that they will charge residents $20 to $30 for 

the service.  Scout Sweeney stated that they already received approval from the Fire Department, 

First Aid, Police, and DPW. The Scouts thanked the Council.   

 

Mayor Burden informed the Scouts that Councilman Anderson was a member of his troop when 

he was their age.  Councilman Anderson asked if it would be all the boy scouts participating or 

just the cub scouts?  Scout Anderson said it was just this Cub Scout Troop.  Mr. Seaman asked if 

they knew how many homes were in the Borough.  The Scouts guessed 800 and Mr. Seaman 

informed them there is 1500.  Councilman Anderson inquired as to what color the numbers will 

be. Scout Anderson responded black with white background and they would be using reflective 

epoxy paint. 

The Council took a voice vote and all were in favor of the Cub Scout project.  The Council 

thanked the Scouts for coming and congratulated them on their presentation.  

 

Approval of Minutes:  Borough Council Meeting – March 21, 2016   

Councilman Anderson motioned to approve the minutes of March 21st, seconded by Councilman 

Moran, and approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  Anderson, Eddy & Moran 

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 
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Proclamation for Arbor Day 

Mayor Burden read the proclamation in full.   

 

Presentation of Tree City USA by William Gerth   

Mr. Gerth informed the Council that the Borough is celebrating its 18th year as a Tree City USA.  

He reviewed the four different areas that qualify a municipality for being a Tree City Recipient:  

Reading the Arbor Day Proclamation, having a Shade Tree Committee, Borough ordinances 

relating to trees, and a forestry budget of at least $2 per capita.  Mr. Gerth explained the various 

education the Shade Tree Committee members receive and all the work they do in the Borough 

which includes reviewing the landscape plans of businesses. He noted that they have worked 

with DPW for landscaping, partnered with various homeowners’ associations, and consulted 

with residents and non-profits in the Borough.  He added that they logged 390 hours of volunteer 

services last year.   

 

Mr. Gerth discussed with the Council the Borough’s Community Forestry Management Plan and 

noted that they just finished the 2016-2020 plan, noting the highlights that include woodland 

stewardship and management.  Councilman Moran stated that the Planning Board is very 

thankful to the Shade Tree for their input on the plans.  Mr. Gerth presented the Mayor with the 

Shade Tree flag and noted that he would install the ’18 years’ signs on the plaques. Mayor 

Burden thanked the Shade Tree Commission for all their tireless work. 

 

Resolution #2016-41 (Request to Install Flashing Pedestrian Beacon at Sycamore Ave &  

Colonial Drive) 

Borough Engineer, Dave Cranmer, discussed the beacon system that was proposed for Sycamore 

Avenue and Colonial Drive.  He stated that it would be similar to the system in Red Bank and 

noted the differences from the system we have now.  He explained that there would be additional 

signs and strobe like lights.  Mr. Cranmer stated that the Borough is continuing to work with the 

County on this crosswalk to make the necessary incremental changes.  He added that this will 

significantly increase safety.  Mr. Cranmer provided the Council with a price quote.  He 

explained that the agreement with the County is that the Borough would purchase it, and the 

County would maintain it.  He commented how this system receives more driver compliance and 

why it is important for pedestrian safety.  Mr. Cranmer told the Council that the current 

equipment could be used at another location at a small cost to the Borough.  Councilman Moran 

asked if it could be placed at another location on Sycamore Avenue, which Mr. Cranmer said 

was a possibility.  The Council agreed that they would like to look into moving the old beacon to 

another location prior to September. **Councilman DeSalvo entered the meeting at 7:35PM. 

 

Councilman Moran motioned to approve Resolution #2016-41 and the quote of $8,900 for a 

flashing beacon at Sycamore Avenue and Colonial Drive, seconded by Councilman Anderson, 

and approved by the following vote:  

AYES:  Anderson, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran   

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Resolution #2016-43 (2016 Towing License) 

Councilman DeSalvo motioned to approve Resolution #2016-43, seconded by Councilman 

Anderson, and approved by the following vote. 
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AYES:  Anderson, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran 

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

*Borough Attorney Barger entered the meeting at 7:37PM. 

 

Waive Inspection Fees of $118 for the Foundation for Shrewsbury Education Fundraiser  

Mayor Burden explained that Council was asked to waive a $42 fire inspection fee and a $76 

building inspection fee.  Councilman DeSalvo motioned to waive the fees, seconded by 

Councilman Anderson, and approved by the following vote. 

AYES:  Anderson, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran 

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1026 – INTRODUCTION/FIRST READING: Ordinance Amending 

the Code of the Borough of Shrewsbury by Amending Chapter 90, Vehicles and Traffic  

Councilman Eddy explained the need for this ordinance. Councilman Eddy motioned to 

introduce Ordinance 1026, seconded by Councilman DeSalvo, and approved by the following 

vote: 

 AYES: Anderson, DeSalvo & Moran  

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: Eddy 

 

Administrator Report 

Mr. Seaman reported that they are in the process of updating the Employee Manual which will 

be reviewed by the Personnel Committee and the Borough Attorney.  He informed the Council 

that they received a letter from FEMA that they over paid the Borough and that we owe them 

$15,000.  Mr. Seaman stated that he would be meeting with KSI Consulting Engineers to discuss 

the generator for the Borough Hall for which the Borough had received a grant.  

 

Reports of Council 

Councilman Anderson reported on the Borough’s annual Memorial Day ceremony. He noted that 

next week the Shrewsbury Borough School would be holding a Strategic Planning Committee 

Meeting and a Board of Education meeting.   

 

***Councilwoman DerAsadourian entered the meeting at 7:51pm. 

 

Councilman DeSalvo reported on the Community Alliance’s Music night and noted that they are 

in the process of planning their fall events.  

 

Councilman Eddy reported that after the budget is passed, the Council will be reviewing the 

insurance, benefits, and purchasing policies.  He also noted that a Borough wide emergency drill 

will be held in June.  Councilman Eddy informed the Council that they have an additional month 

to decide on the Borough’s participation in the ADP program.   

          

Councilman Moran reported on the DPW Committee meeting.  He explained that the Borough 

was divided into quarters for brush collection and the timeline for pickup is posted on the 
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Borough website. He informed the Council that the maintenance contract for the Borough Hall’s 

HVAC is up and needs to be renewed.   

 

Councilman Moran motioned to have the Mayor sign the three year contract for maintenance on 

the Borough Hall HVAC system for $,7680 annually, seconded by Councilman Eddy, and 

approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS:  None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Councilman Moran informed the Council that DPW has also created a priority project list.  

Councilman DeSalvo updated the Council on the completion of upgrades to the Sickles Park 

baseball field and Patterson Avenue Park.  He also noted that they are working with the 

Recreation Committee on the trash issue.    

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian reported that Mr. Cranmer received quotes to fix the basketball 

courts at Sickles Park and the low quote was $39,115.  She explained the process to correct it and 

the benefits for choosing this action. Councilwoman DerAsadourian motioned to allocate up to 

$39,115 to repair the basketball court at Sickles Park, seconded by Councilman Anderson, and 

approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS:  None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian reported that there is minor fence maintenance needed at Sickles 

and Patterson Avenue Park.  Councilwoman DerAsadourian motioned to approve Taylor 

Fencing to do the maintenance in the amount of $4,870, seconded by Councilman Anderson, and 

approved by the following vote:  

  AYES:  Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian informed the Council that she met with Walt Huresky to discuss 

Safe Routes to School and parents’ concerns for their children’s safety.  She stated that they have 

identified locations that can be improved and wanted to ask the Borough Engineer to look for 

possible solutions.   He added that there are also grants available to help fund the projects.   

 

Walter Huresky, a Green Team Member, gave a brief history of the Green Team meetings and 

provided the Council with a list of priorities. He noted that they would be meeting the following 

week.   

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian motioned to allow Borough Engineer David Cranmer to create a 

concept for pedestrian safety improvements on White Street, a gravel path on Route 35 near The 

Grove, and sidewalks on North Monroe Avenue, in addition to looking into grants for said 

projects, seconded by Councilman DeSalvo, and approved by the following vote:    

 AYES:  Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS:  None  
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 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Councilwoman DerAsadourian stated that she is working with the Borough Attorney to create a 

rules and regulations on field usage.   

 

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Burden provided additional information on Memorial Day.  He noted all the meetings and 

events that he attended over the last two weeks.  Mayor Burden informed the Council on the new 

business that would be taking over the Acme store and stated that the NJ DOT denied their 

request to update the sign to say “Shrewsbury” instead of “Fort Monmouth”.  He also mentioned 

all the upcoming Borough events.  

 

Correspondence 

Ms. Krueger stated that there was no additional correspondence.  

 

Resolution #2016-42 (Public Hearing/Adoption of the 2016 Municipal Budget) 

Councilman Eddy stated that the Council introduced the budget the month prior.  

 

Open the Meeting to the Public  

Councilman Eddy motioned to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilman Moran, 

and approved by all Councilmembers present.  

 

Seth Kerekes,70 Queen Anne Drive, Shrewsbury stated that he read in The Hub that the tax rate 

was going to go up $80 a month but then heard that was incorrect so he was inquiring as to the 

correct information.  Mr. Seaman explained that it is a complex issue because it is based on 

many variables including a home’s assessment.  Mr. Kerekes asked if there would be a 

correction made in The Hub to publish the new information since many people were concerned.  

Mr. Seaman stated that he would put that information on the website.  Councilwoman 

DerAsadourian stated that the Council figured out that the Borough’s portion of taxes would cost 

a resident, whose home is assessed at $400,000, at an additional $200 a year. 

 

Marjorie Clark, 213 Garden Road, Shrewsbury, stated that at the last Council Meeting there was 

a comment made that businesses always appeal their taxes and she asked why.  Councilman 

Eddy explained that in New Jersey, businesses can appeal based on their lease rates and vacancy.  

He noted that this then can decrease the value of their property, thus decreasing their taxes since 

they are making less money on the property.    

 

Bill Gerth, 33 East End Avenue, Shrewsbury, asked if there was enough being put away by the 

Borough for the future expenses concerning employee pensions and benefits.  Councilman Eddy 

explained that the Borough is fully funding their obligation as required by the County and State.  

Mr. Seaman explained that both the employee and the employer are funding the pension and the 

state does not pay into the municipal retirement fund.  He also noted that it would not be fair to 

tax residents on future expenses and added that employees are contributing to their health 

insurance.  Mr. Seaman stated that Council is concerned over employees that have worked for 

the Borough for 25 years and receive healthcare at the Borough’s cost and are looking for more 

affordable options.  Mr. Eddy explained that the Council does not know what the cost of 

healthcare will be in a few years. Mr. Gerth stated that it made sense to him that the Borough 



BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY  62 

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 

MAYOR & COUNCIL  April 18, 2016 
 

 

should be saving up to fund it or the future residents will have an undue burden.  He also 

inquired if Governor Christie’s refusal to fund the pension program affects the Borough.  

Councilman Eddy explained that state and municipal employees are in different accounts and 

that Governor Christie has not funded the state employees’ account.  He added that although they 

do not have money in this budget for it the Borough will be doing long term planning which will 

include future pension and benefit costs.  

 

Christopher Vaios, 84 Garden Road, Shrewsbury, inquired how many employees were in the 

pension.  Mr. Seaman stated that it was between 50 and 60 and noted that they all contribute. 

 

William Dodge, 474 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, stated that he wanted to discuss ratables.  

He said that a few meetings ago a resident asked for the figures on the two biggest residential 

projects in recent years and noted that they are still awaiting an answer.  Mr. Dodge clarified that 

he was looking for the increase to the tax revenue from the The Enclave and The Ivy.  

Councilman Eddy noted that The Enclave is not fully on the tax rolls yet.  Mr. Dodge stated that 

everyone seemed to benefit from these developments, including the contractor and the engineer, 

and wanted to know the advantage to the Borough.  Mr. Seaman explained that these 

developments are seen as increased valuation and noted that last year the Borough’s property 

values increased about 50 million.  Mr. Dodge stated that he wanted to know the dollar amount 

for the revenue increase from just those two projects.  Mr. Seaman explained that it is hard to 

determine because there are a lot of factors that go into that calculation.  Councilman Eddy gave 

Mr. Dodge a very rough estimate based on the starting price of the homes in The Enclave. 

   

Close the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Anderson seeing no one else wishing to speak motioned to close the meeting to the 

public, seconded by Councilman Moran, and approved by all members present.  

 

Councilman Eddy summarized the proposed 2016 Municipal Budget and noted the increases due 

to ‘non-repeatable’ items of revenue.  Councilman Eddy motioned to approve Resolution #2016-

42, seconded by Councilman Anderson, and approved by the following vote: 

 AYES:  Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran  

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

The Council thanked Councilman Eddy for all his work on the budget.  

 

ADP Program  

Councilman Eddy explained that the Borough has one month to determine if they want to opt in 

or stay out of the program.  He explained that they need to do what is best for the Borough and 

noted Red Bank and Little Silver’s decisions.  He informed the Council that if the Borough was 

not in ADP this year the state will consider the Borough valuation at 90% and an additional 5% 

would have to be added to everyone’s property valuation to determine the county and regional 

school district amounts.  

 

Councilman Eddy reviewed for the Council the differences between the appeal process in ADP 

and in the old system.  He also noted that the letter from the County was very informative 

explaining the differences in the programs. Councilman Eddy articulated why he believed that 
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the Borough should opt back into the system noting that it would be a disservice to the Borough 

not to opt back in.  He added that the Borough should give them a list of concerns with the ADP 

system and ask the County to address them within the year. Councilwoman DerAsadourian 

expressed support for the list of concerns believing this would be beneficial to the process.  

Councilman Eddy stated that he would have resolutions ready for the Council to take action at 

the next meeting. 

 

Open the Meeting to the Public  

Councilman DeSalvo motioned to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Councilwoman 

DerAsadourian and approved by all Councilmembers present.  

 

William Dodge, 474 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury thanked the Council for volunteering their 

time.  He stated that he thinks it is an interesting idea to consider to opt back based on the 

county’s response.  He added that it is very difficult to discern the major benefits and 

disadvantages to the taxpayers.  Mr. Dodge stated that the concern over the equation comes 

down to how the assessment is run.  He said that he finds no legal reason not to continue using 

Realty Data Systems and noted that accusations against the Borough’s Assessor are striking.  He 

added that it is scandalous, not illegal.  Mr. Dodge explained why he sees the Country trying to 

strong arm the Borough into participating and taking over assessments and sees no harm being 

done by staying out of the ADP program.  He stated that opting back in will not be well received 

by the homeowners.   Councilman Anderson stated that after reading the statute he doesn’t 

believe that municipalities have the right to opt out.   He also noted the hardship it will put on 

residents appealing if they stay out of ADP.  Mr. Dodge stated that the appeal process is the only 

positive factor of ADP and added that the Borough gave over control of the Assessor to the 

County in this contract.  He commented that the Borough should expect lawsuits to start coming 

and continued to discuss how bad he thinks the situation looks.   

 

Close the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Anderson seeing no one else wishing to speak motioned to close the meeting to the 

public, seconded by Councilman DeSalvo and approved by all Councilmembers present.  

 

Payment of Bills  

Councilman Eddy motioned to approve the bills in the amount of $124,564.19, seconded by 

Councilman DeSalvo, and approved by the following vote: 

AYES:  Anderson, DerAsadourian, DeSalvo, Eddy & Moran 

 NAYS: None  

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

Open the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman DeSalvo recognizing someone wishing to speak motioned to open the meeting to 

the public, seconded by Councilman Moran and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

Marjorie Clark, 213 Garden Road, Shrewsbury, inquired as to the current setup of blinking lights 

on Sycamore Avenue.   Mr. Seaman explained that they will now be blinking in both directions. 

Councilman Eddy explained that the Borough needed County permission to install them since it 

is on a county road.  Ms. Clark expressed that she is in support of Safe Routes to School but 

reminded the Borough of problems that occurred when they tried to install sidewalks last time.  
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Councilwoman DerAsadourian explained that now there is a Safe Routes to School Committee, 

the routes have been studied, and now the Borough has data to bring to the Borough Engineer. 

 

Close the Meeting to the Public 

Councilman Anderson seeing no one else wishing to speak motioned to close the meeting to the 

public, seconded by Councilman DeSalvo and approved by all Councilmembers present.  

  

Resolution #2016-43A(Enter into Executive Session) 

Mayor Burden stated that the Council needed to enter into Executive Session.  Councilman 

Moran motioned to enter into Executive Session, seconded by Councilman DeSalvo, and 

approved by all Councilmembers present.  The Council entered into Executive Session at 9:01 

PM. 

 

Public Meeting Reconvened  

The public meeting reconvened at 9:18 PM. 

 

Adjournment  
Councilman Anderson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:19 PM, seconded by Councilman 

Moran, and approved by all Councilmembers present.   

 

   

 

 

Attest:         
Kathleen P. Krueger, RMC – Clerk  

 

 

Approve:        
       Mayor Donald Burden  


