
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

Municipal Building, 429 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

June 8, 2015 

 

 

After a brief survey of the garden by committee members, Ms. MacNeill formally opened the meeting at 

7:10 PM with the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Present: Absent:  

Dick Augusty 

Tina Behr  

Maureen Collins 

Pam MacNeill 

Tom Menapace 

Pat Pellegrino 

Tony Pellegrino 

Fred Preisler 

Cathy San Filippo 

Betsy Wattley 

 

Officer’s Statement   Ms. MacNeill led the committee in an informal review of the garden. 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes   Minutes of the May meeting were reviewed and approved 

with one noted correction – the addition of Pat Pellegrino’s name to those in attendance.  

Correspondence   Ms. MacNeill received an email from Tim Thomas regretfully surrendering his plot 

due to other commitments. The plot was immediately offered to the first family on the waiting list, the 

Juskas, who have already planted. In addition, Tony Ferraro of plot #58 relinquished his plot. Ms 

MacNeil offered the plot to the number two and three families on the waiting list. Both were no longer 

interested. She will now approach the fourth family on the list.  

Treasurer’s Report   Ms. Pellegrino reported that the garden is full with 81 paid plot holders, 12 of 

whom are from out of town. On May 11, 2015 the Community Garden Trust Fund had a balance of 

$8,295.44. Since then, one family (George and Melissa Juska) paid $25 for the plot relinquished by Tim 

Thomas (plot #46), bringing the new balance of the Community Garden Trust Fund is $8,320.44.  The 

Treasurer's report was approved without changes 

Meeting Opened to the Public   There were no members of the public in attendance. Meeting was then 

closed to the public. 

 



Old Business 

1. Fence & Mulching – DPW appears to have fixed the problem of the sagging gates by attaching 

an adjustable cable inside both gates.  Total material costs were $28, which DPW absorbed.  The 

Borough actually ran out of mulch this year, which is why no new mulch was delivered to the 

garden.  The committee discussed the need to purchase and lay new wood chip mulch to combat 

the increasing weed problem. The committee agreed to lay soy-baed New York Times 

newspapers as a weed barrier. A motion was made and approved to authorize $500 to purchase 

wood chips for the garden. In the meantime, Mr. Augusty has volunteered to spray the emerging 

weeds with an organic compound made of vinegar. Gardeners will be asked to drop off their old 

New York Times and place them in the shed. 

2. Community Work Day.  Rather than schedule a single community work day, the committee will 

schedule a series of workdays over the following two weeks. Each committee member would take 

responsibility for leading a group. Workdays would be Thursday, June 11
th
 at 9 am; Saturday, 

June 13
th
 at 9 am; Tuesday, June 16

th
 at 9 am; Wednesday, June 17

th
 at 6 pm and Friday, June 19

th
 

at 2 pm.  Ms. Pellegrino will divide the garden into quadrants for the work days. Gardeners will 

be asked to bring gloves and rakes in order to pull weeds, lay newspaper and spread the new 

woodchip mulch  

3. Lunch Break. The cooler for Lunch Break donations will be placed at the entrance gate 

beginning next week. Gardeners are asked to place loose produce in bags and avoid putting dirt in 

the cooler. 

New Business 

1. Installation of Bell. Now that the crops are getting high, Ms MacNeill said she would have 

someone install the bell at the entrance to the garden. Gardeners will be asked to ring the bell 

when they intend to lock the gate to alert any other gardeners who may be hidden from view. This 

will help prevent someone from being locked in.  

Open Discussion 

 

Adjournment. Motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 PM. 

 

Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be on Monday, August 10 at the Municipal Building. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

  Maureen Collins 

  Secretary, SCGC 

 

 

 

 


