
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

  
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

Historical Society Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

April 9, 2018 

 

 

Present:       Absent: Pam MacNeill 

Judith Reuter       Don Burden (excused)  

Betsy Wattley 

Tina Behr 

Tom Menapace 

Dick Augusty 

Pat Mahon 

Della Benevides 

Gail Forrest 

 

Mr. Augusty chaired the meeting due to Ms. MacNeill’s absence.  He opened the meeting at 11:03 with the salute to the flag.  

Mr. Augusty proceeded to thank those committee members who were responsible for re-measuring the garden plots and 

providing freshly painted stakes to delineate the garden plot boundaries 

. 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes. Mr. Menapace made a motion to approve the March 2018 minutes of the SCGC 

meeting and this was seconded by Ms. Behr. 

 

Correspondence. Mr. Augusty shared with the committee correspondence he received from Chelsea Senior Living regarding a 

Lunch To Go event they are sponsoring to highlight their soon to be opening Shrewsbury facility.  Ms. Behr shared with the 

committee a note she received from Kathy Krueger thanking the committee for the flowers Ms. Behr presented to her, on our 

behalf, in recognition of Ms. Krueger’s recent retirement.  Ms. Behr also shared an article recently published in The Journal 

detailing the Shrewsbury Historical Society and Mayor Burden’s role in the Historical Society. 

 

Treasurer’s Report. Mr. Menapace reported that the closing balance from March was $10777.34.   There was income in the 

amount of $100.00 from the rental of 4 in town plots.  There were offsets in the amount of $184.51 which included 

reimbursements to (1) Mr. Menapace in the amount of $71.40 for the purchase of wood to make stakes for the garden plots, (2) 

to Ms. Benevides for the purchase of soil and fertilizer for the PAR plots and (3) to Mr. Augusty for engine tune up materials 

for the repair of the roto tillers.  This left a closing balance is $10,692.83.  Ms. Behr made a motion to approve the treasurer’s 

report and this was seconded by Ms. Reuter.   

 

Meeting Opened to the Public. The meeting was opened to the public and closed as no one was in attendance. 

 

Old Business. 

The committee discussed possible dates to open the garden for the 2018 growing season.  It was decided that a community 

work day would be needed to weed and mulch the paths and that this work date would coincide with the opening date.  Ms. 

Wattley volunteered to be responsible for the purchase of the wood chips needed to mulch the paths.  A motion was put 

forward by Mr. Menapace to authorize the spend of up to $250 for the wood chips.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Behr.  

Since the wood chips will be deposited by the shed, and hence, the landscaping company would have to drive over the grass, 

the committee decided on a delivery date of April 13th or April 14th in order to allow for 3-4 days of dry weather in the hopes 

of causing minimal damage to the grass. With this in mind, the committee set an opening day/work day for April 21st at 

11a.m., with a rain date of April 22nd at the same time.  Plot assignments will be communicated to new gardeners by the end of 

this week 

 

Mr. Menapace gave an update on the plot rentals.  He noted that, at the time of the meeting, he had a total of 73 plots spoken 

for.  This leaves a remainder of 8 ground level plots which are still available.  There was a discussion regarding setting a 

deadline to sign-up for the remaining plots.  It was decided that sign-ups would be continue until May 1st.  Ms. MacNeill has 

been collecting names of gardeners who may be interested in obtaining a second plot.  On May 2nd, any remaining plots will be 

assigned by Ms. MacNeill. 

 

The topic of setting a date for the proposed plant/seed exchange day for gardeners to share excess plants or seeds was 

discussed.  Judy Kramer, a garden member, agreed to take responsibility of organizing this, with Ms. Mahon assisting.  The 



committee agreed to the plant exchange and suggested that a date in mid-May would be appropriate.  Ms. MacNeill will get in 

touch with Ms. Kramer regarding these discussions and ask her to follow up with organizing the event.  

 

Ms. Mahon mentioned that she met with Camille Balanikas to get advice on establishing a pollinator garden.  Ms. Balanikas 

offered to donate honey suckle plants which can be planted along the fence line within the garden.  She also offered to donate 

perennials in the fall which can be planted by the fig trees.  Mr. Menapace offered to provide sedum plants from his yard 

which can also be used as pollinator plants.  Mr. Menapace reiterated that if there were any remaining plots post the sign up 

period, that two of these plots could be used for the pollinator gardens.  

 

New Business. 

Mr. Menapace mentioned that DPW offered the SCG free mulch and wood chips from Eatontown. Committee members were 

concerned that non-organic material may be mixed in with the mulch so it was decided that the committee would purchase 

wood chips and that gardeners would be responsible for providing their own mulch. 

   

Open Discussion:  

Ms. Wattley put in a request for the SCGC to volunteer to clean out the 4-5 plots that are covered in weeds and which will be 

assigned to new garden members.  Mr. Augusty volunteered to spray the plots with vinegar to kill the weeds and to rota till the 

plots   The SCGC agreed to rake out the weeds once Mr. Augusty completed his work.  A motion was put forward by Mr. 

Menapace to authorize the spend of up to $25 for a new sprayer and vinegar.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Reuter.  

 

Ms. Benevides noted that the front gate needs to be adjusted in order for it to open properly.  Mr. Augusty volunteered to 

perform the adjustments. 

 

Ms. Benevides also brought up the topic of changing the combination to the lock.  She mentioned that we have had the same 

combination for the past seven years, with the composition of the garden members changing throughout the years.  The SCGC 

decided not to change the combination since it may cause too much confusion for returning members. 

 

Ms. Reuter asked that Ms. MacNeill remind gardeners not to plant or pick from the PAR plots. 

 

Mr. Menapace noted that some of the stakes in the garden are not painted.  He volunteered to spray paint the remainder of the 

stakes  

 

Adjournment.  Mr. Menapace. made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This was seconded by Ms. Reuter 

 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held at the Shrewsbury Historical Society Building on May 14th at 11 am 

 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Gail Forrest  

 


