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Meeting Minutes  
Shrewsbury Environmental Commission  

Wednesday, March 11
th

 2015 

Municipal Building, Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, New Jersey 07702  
  

Chairman Tim Thomas began the meeting at 7:35 PM by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and 

read the Presiding Officer’s Statement in compliance with P.L. 1975 c.231, the Public Open 

Meetings Act.  

  
Roll Call was taken by Secretary Bonnie Brookes. Present were Chairman Tim Thomas, Member 

David Dragonetti, Alternate Members Robin Blair & Partick DiBello, and Associate Member Jill 

Gwydir.   

 

Approval of Minutes: February 11
th

  2015 

A few typos were asked to be corrected on the minutes.  Ms. Blair motioned to approve the 

amended minutes of Febrary 11
th

 2015, seconded by Mr. Dragonetti and approved by the 

following vote: 

AYES:  Blair, Dragonetti & Thomas  

NAYS: None 

ABSTAIN: DiBello & Gwydir  
 

Planning  

Chairman Thomas explained the proposed improvements to Manson Park which include micro-

soccer fields, updating the baseball field, extending the walking trail, adding fitness stations, and 

a concession stand.  He informed the Commission that the Borough had received a matching 

grant from the County for this project.  Dr. DiBello questioned why the project was needed.  Ms. 

Brookes explained some of the reasons that were prompting the project, including safety 

concerns and Little League requirements.  

 

Pat Kurdyla entered the meeting at 7:44pm.   

 

The Commission discussed issues regarding safety concerns and cost of maintenance but was 

overall satisfied with the project.  Ms. Blair expressed concern over the original landscape that is 

in need of repair. Chairman Thomas explained the improvements that would be done to the 

walking trail and suggested placing environmental facts on the fitness trail signs.  Ms. Gwydir 

stated that the Commission could look into grants for landscaping.   

 

Environmental Roundtable  



Chairman Thomas stated that he attended a recent meeting comprised of a group of local 

municipalities’ Environmental Commission chairs.  He reviewed some of the items that were 

discussed including Ocean Township’s seedling sale and a recommendation to install a path 

around the lake off of Route 18.    

 

The List 

Ms. Blair stated that she would like to the see the dog ban on Borough property lifted and noted 

that it may reduce the geese population.  Chair Thomas suggested only permitting dogs during 

set hours.  

 

Borough Wide Yard Sale 
Ms. Gwydir stated that there are points available for this through Sustainable NJ towards 

recertification but we would have to do it again closer to that date.  The Commission discussed 

what to use as markers for participating homes and it was decided to go with a lime colored 

ribbon.   

 

Borough Clean Up Day  

The Commission decided to hold the event from 9am to 10am, rain or shine.  Ms. Brookes stated 

that the Borough would be purchasing safety vests for volunteers and added that they can write 

letters vouching for community service work hours, if needed.  

 

Other 

Ms. Blair stated that she would be speaking at the Shrewsbury Homesteaders meeting the 

following day and would go over the Commission’s website and the importance of using 

reusable bags and water bottles.  Ms. Kurdyla explained who the Homesteaders were to members 

who were unaware.  

 

Ms. Gwydir stated that Green Team is different from the Environmental Commission in that the 

Green Team draws its members from a broad spectrum of the community such as businesses 

schools civic leaders engineers and Borough leadership. She noted that the Green Team is 

responsible for Sustainable New Jersey Certification and gets support from the Commission. 

 

Ms. Brookes noted that the Community Garden is sold out.  

 

Public  

Dr. DiBello motioned to open the meeting to the public, which was seconded by Ms. Kurdyla.  

Seeing no one from the public wishing to speak, Dr. DiBello motioned to close the meeting to 

the public, seconded by Ms. Kurdyla.   

 

Adjournment 

Mr. Dragonetti motioned to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Dr. DiBello.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.   

  
  
  
  



      Attest:  ________________________________  
              Bonnie Brookes, Commission Secretary   


