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                         SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
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Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Shrewsbury Shade Tree Commission (STC) 
July 9, 2016 

Municipal Hall, Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, New Jersey 
 

Present                                                                                                 Absent  
Don Burden, Mayor*        Stuart Minis 
Bill Gerth, Chairperson        Steve Skop   
Doug Keiper         Patrick Slattery  
Betsy Wattley         Mary Russell 
* Non-voting member (Council Liaison) 
===================================================================== 
 
Chairman Gerth began the meeting at 8:30 a.m. by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and reading 
the Presiding Officer’s statement in compliance with the P. L. 1975 c. 231, the Open Public 
Meetings Act. Mr. Gerth took roll call. 
   
I .     POSTING OF MINUTES FROM PRIOR MEETING 

 
June’s meeting minutes will be posted to the Borough’s web-site.  
          

II.     CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

A. Mr. Gerth extended a ‘thank you’ to Mr. Slattery for his excellent article for the 
Borough Newsletter titled ‘Invasive Plants and Their Effects on Our Ecosystem’.  

B. Mr. Gerth reported that the Monmouth County Division of Shade Tree cleared the 
scrappy shubbery at the Eastern Branch Library, pruned trees to raise canopy, planted 
3 trees and considering a fourth, and planted grass. Mr. Gerth will assist in watering 
the new trees during the summer. 

C. Mr. Gerth announced purchases made on STC’s behalf from the Arbor Day 
Foundation to care for seed tublings and newly installed trees. Purchases included 
tree-gators (x4, ooze tube watering system, 15 gallons), sapling protective tubes (x15, 
tubex 2” tree shelters) and rootmaker knit bas (x24, for tubelings).  

D. Mr. Gerth brought to STC’s attention the tree clearing occuring at Manson Field. Mr. 
Gerth received first notification of clearing and plans for Manson Field on Tuesday 
(July 5, 2016). Mr. Gerth expressed dismay at purpose of clearing (two basketball 
courts) and STC input not being sought at any stage on the proposed plans. 

E. Mr. Burden reported that the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) offered to 
purchase one or more trees for installation near the Historical Society Building. STC 
discussed tree selection and planting location. Initial location under consideration is 
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on the southeast corner of the building with a possible tree on opposite side of 
pathway. STC agreed to assist with tree selection. One option to consider is a 
Goldenraintree (Koeleutreria paniculata). Mr. Burden will inform DAR (Ms. D. 
Hvizdos) that their offer is accepted. 

F. Mr. Gerth reviewed various resident, business, utility, and other tree-related  
inquiries/actions as follows: 
o M. Horn (82 Beechwood Dr) - inquired about declining maple tree near curb; 

wondered if cause was sidewalk put in a few years back and whether Borough 
would compensate for removal. Informed Mr. Horn that maples in the Borough 
have been declining over the years and that the time lag between sidewalk 
installation and current state of tree suggest the maple is simply dying of old age. 

o K. Kowalski (West End Ave) - inquired about declining tree near utility pole; 
wondered if Borough could remove. Informed resident that tree is their 
responsibility. 

o L. Lobaugh (917 Broad St) - concerned about invasive vines on Borough property 
and on private property in the Borough in general. Informed resident about STC 
article in most recent quarterly newsletter that addresses the issue and 
acknowledged the Borough needs to do more to control invasives on its property. 

o M. Degenhart (Heritage Green HOA) - inquired about potential to revisit 
landscape plans for DPW complex; suggested he follow-up with Mr. Tom Moran 
as council liaison to DPW to nudge forward. Indicated unwillingness to revisit 
plans without entire HOA input/backing and evidence of site preparation by 
DPW. 

o M. Preiser (34 Parker Rd) - inquired about STC tree for property; suggested 
Thornless Common Honey Locust; homeowner accepted suggestion. 

o P. Kurdyla (451 Sycamore Ave) - called to express dismay at tree clearing at 
Manson Field and subsequent installation of two basketball courts. 

o C. Barber (Dorchester) - called to express dismay at tree clearing at Manson Field 
and subsequent installation of two basketball courts. Indicated that she had 
attended planning meeting and expressed disagreement over the installation of 
basketball courts when the Borough already has three underutilized courts.  

 
III.   NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
A. Seminar/Conference Debriefs: None to report. 
B. Shrewsbury Day Preparation - Champion Trees of Shrewsbury - Mr. Burden 

informed STC that plans for Shrewsbury Day are on hold. STC will proceed with 
developing a champion tree registry and will launch at a future community-wide day. 

C. STC Memberships for Consideration: Mr. Gerth proposed STC membership to the 
NJ Forestry Association and to the Society of Municipal Arborists on a one-year trial 
basis. STC endorsed this proposal with the NJ Forestry Association being the top 
priority.  

D. STC Land/Treescape Award Nomination: Mr. Gerth proposed some type of  
recognition for the owner (Ms. Dorian McDermott) of Shore Footed in appreciation 
for the landscape design and installation at the raised beds at the end of Obre (at 
Route 35). STC will send of letter of recognition. Mr. Burden will have a certificate 
of appreciation made up on behalf of the Mayor and Borough Council. Mr. Gerth also 
indicated that Ms. McDermott could use some help with watering the raised bed. He 
has offered to assist. 

E. STC Actions Declining Trees Private: Mr. Gerth inspected trees brought to his 
attention by Mr. Minis (116 Samara, 133 Samara, 120 Obre, and 168 Spruce) that 
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have declining/dead trees on their property in the Borough’s right-of-way. Mr. Gerth 
observed that the trees are dead or will be dead in near future and may pose a safety 
hazard (not imminent). STC discussed two approaches: one to send a courtesy letter 
to the homeowner indicating that the tree needs to be removed; the other is to request 
that the code enforcement officer issue a warning and to request removal. STC agree 
that a courtesy letter is the more neighborly approach. Mr. Gerth will draft letter for 
review by STC. The letter has the potential of becoming a standard letter of issuance 
as needed by STC. Mr. Gerth will then request the names of the property owners from 
the Borough’s clear so that the letters can be personalized.  

F. Paddington Farms - Alternate Tree Selection to Green Ashes: In response to 
numerous (x3) inquiries about declining Green Ash trees in Paddington Farms, Mr. 
Gerth proposed STC start to integrate Willow Oaks (Quercus phellos) with with 
existing ashes in anticipation the ash trees will eventually be removed. STC endorsed 
this proposal. 

G. 2016 Tree Plantings Wish List: Ms. Wattley has agreed to help shop for the 
following trees for the following residents. 
o M. Preiser (34 Parker Place) - Thronless Common Honey Locust 
o J. Luckenbill (92 E End Ave) - x1-2 trees - consider European Hop Hornbeams or 

Tricolor Beech 
o D. Reilly (218 Williamsburg) - consider Tricolor Beech 
o J. Doody (Trafalgar) - confirmed interest in Sunset Red Maple 
o A. Woodward (45 Queen Ann Dr) - new tree - consider GoldenRain Tree, Red 

Horsechestnut, or European Hop Hornbeams 
o C. Karl (62 Queen Ann Dr) - new tree - consider small tree (e.g., Amenlanchier 

serviceberry) under utility line  
o G. Lucking (42 Dorchester) - x1-2 new trees - consider - Willow Oak 

 
IV.    PLANNING/ZONING BOARD:  

o   Sunrise Shrewsbury (766 Broad Street) - STC informally reviewed preliminary 
landscape plans for the Sunrise Shrewsbury facility. Formal plans have not yet  been 
officially submitted. Mr. Gerth will convey feedback from STC to the manager for the 
project (Ms. L. Venin, Dresdner Robin). 

 
V. MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC: Mr. Larry Lobaugh (917 Broad Street) attended the 

meeting to bring awareness of the detrimental impact invasive vines are having on trees on 
public (notably Manson Field) and private property. STC acknowledged issue and 
indicated the most recent issue of the Borough Newsletter included an article by Mr. P. 
Slattery (STC Member) on the topic. Mr. Gerth will ask for input from the Monmouth 
County Shade Tree Division on how best to manage invasive vines, and if appropriate, 
request a quote from a tree service provider to cut and control invasive vines at the 
Municipal Complex. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT:  

Ms. Wattley made a motion, Mr. Keiper seconded, to adjourn meeting.  
 
VII.  NEXT MEETING - Saturday, August 13, 2016 at 8:30 am 
          
             Bill Gerth, Chairperson  


