
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

  
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

Historical Society Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

May 17, 2018 

 

 

Present:  

Pam MacNeill      Absent: 

Judith Reuter  

Betsy Wattley 

Tina Behr 

Tom Menapace 

Dick Augusty 

Pat Mahon 

Della Benevides 

Gail Forrest 

Don Burden 

 

Ms. Mac Neill opened the meeting at 11:01 with the salute to the flag.  Ms. MacNeill proceeded to thank all committee 

members for their help in maintaining the garden.  She specifically thanked Mr. Menapace for his role in getting the hoses set 

out and to Ms. Wattley, Ms. Benevides and Ms. Mahon for their efforts in establishing the PAR plots and a pollinator garden.  

Lastly, she thanked everyone for their hard work at the community work day. 

. 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes.  Mr. Menapace made a motion to approve the April 2018 minutes of the SCGC 

meeting and this was seconded by Ms. Reuter. 

 

Correspondence.  Ms. MacNeill informed the committee that she received an email from Mr. Gerry Vericola that he would 

have to relinquish his plot (#38) for this year. Ms. MacNeill will check to see if there is anyone on the wait list who may be 

interested in the plot.  The committee agreed that we would wait until the June meeting to decide how to use the plot if no one 

was on the wait list,   

Ms.MacNeill mentioned that she received numerous positive comments on the repair of the front gate and how well it is 

functioning now that pavers have been laid outside the gate, along with a wheel attached to the bottom of the gate to make 

entering the garden much easier. 

 

Treasurer’s Report. Mr. Menapace reported that the closing balance from April was $10692.83.   There was income in the 

amount of $145.00 from the rental of 3 in town plots ($75) and 2 out of town plots ($70).  There were offsets in the amount of 

$508.41 which included reimbursements to Ms. Wattley in the amount of $345.00 for the purchase of wood chips and to Mr. 

Mark Degenhart in the amount of $163.41 for materials needed for the main gate repair.  This left a closing balance is 

$10,329.42.  Ms. Behr made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and this was seconded by Ms. Reuter.   

 

Meeting Opened to the Public. The meeting was opened to the public and closed as no one was in attendance. 

 

Old Business.  None 

 

New Business. 

There was a lengthy discussion pertaining to enforcing plot borders.  It was noted that in remeasuring the plots this year, it 

was determined that some of the plots on the north side were greater than their intended 60 square feet.  In an interest to open 

the garden as soon as possible, a decision was made to leave the stakes in the place this year and have the plots professionally 

remeasured  next year, however, this meant that some gardeners got more space than others.  The committee discussed how 

best to reinforce the plot sizes given the discrepancies between the stake markings and the allotted plot size.  After much 

discussion, the committee agreed to leave the stake markings in place for this season and to have Ms. MacNeill send out a 

letter to all gardeners making them aware of the situation and to enforce that if anyone is considering building a low border 

around their plot to please adhere to the 15’x4’plot dimensions and not to the current stake markings.  The committee also 

agreed to allow the three people who have already constructed borders beyond their allotted dimensions to be allowed to keep 



those low borders for this year, but to let those people know that their borders will have to be redesigned to be in compliance 

for the 2019 growing season.  

 

There was also a discussion about the possibility of collecting a deposit from all gardeners as a means of encouraging clean-up 

of plots at the end of the season.  Given the complexities of establishing an escrow account and the record keeping involved, the 

committee decided against the idea. 

 

The committee discussed the need for an additional pull handle on the inside of the main gate.  This is needed now that repairs 

have been made on the gate.  The addition of the wheel at the bottom of the gate has made the gate heavier and many 

gardeners are having difficulty closing it from the inside.  To remedy this, an additional pull handle will installed.  In addition, 

Mr. Menapace will check with his son, who had experience moving heavy equipment, to see if he has recommendations or 

hardware to replace the wheel which is currently in place. 

 

The committee also discussed the preference of nozzles or wands should we need to replace them in the future.  The master 

gardeners on the committee recommended the use of wands since they are easier to use when watering the soil around the 

plants than nozzles.  It was noted that some wands come with adjustable heads to regulate water flow.  The committee agreed 

to move forward with using wands with adjustable heads in the future.  A motion was put forth by Ms. Reuter to allow up to 

$100 to spend on wands with adjustable heads when needed.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Mahon.  

 

Ms. MacNeill noted that we have a lot of weeds coming up in the common paths.  This is most likely due to the fact that we did 

not lay down newspaper prior to laying the wood chips this year.  Discussion followed as to whether we need another 

community work day to weed, rake back the wood chips and lay newspaper.  The committee agreed to table this discussion 

until next meeting. 

 

Mayor Burden informed the committee that the lock on the shed does not work. Since this is a combination lock, the lock may 

need to be cut off.  Mr. Menapace agreed to follow up and have DPW cut the lock.  Mr. Menapace will also purchase a 

replacement lock. 

 

 

Open Discussion:  

The committee was informed that the seed and plant exchange is set for June 3rd.  A flyer was posted in the garden and Ms. 

Mahon will provide Ms. MacNeill with a copy which will be sent out to all gardeners as an additional reminder. 

 

Ms. Forrest noted that she will not be able to put together the agenda for next month’s meeting.  Ms. Benevides volunteered to 

take over the responsibility for the June meeting. 

 

Adjournment.  Ms. Reuter made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This was seconded by Mr. Menapace. 

 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held at the Shrewsbury Historical Society Building on June 11th at 11 am 

 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Gail Forrest  

 


