
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

 

 
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

Municipal Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, New Jersey 07702 

8 September 2014 

 

 

Ms MacNeill opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the reciting of Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Present:       Absent:   

Pam MacNeill  Nancy Schmaltz    Tina Behr  

Betsy Wattley   Tim Thomas    Tony Pellegrino 

Fred Preissler   Della Benevides    Pat Pellegrino 

Maureen Collins 

          

Officer’s Statement   Ms MacNeill stated that she had received word from the mayor that he 

was disappointed that the Committee has chosen not to participate in Shrewsbury Community 

Day being held on 18 October.  It was his expectation that all Borough organizations would 

contribute to the event in some manner.  As a result, committee members agreed that Shrewsbury 

Community Garden (SCG) would have a table at the festivities.  Committee members would 

provide information regarding the garden and give tours of the garden area itself.  Ms Wattley 

will be the committee representative at upcoming planning meetings for the Community Day.  

Two signs will need to be provided, one for the table itself and one on the garden fence.  Ms 

MacNeill said she would take care of making the signage and also let borough clerk know that a 

table and chairs would need to be provided.  Set-up will be at 10 AM on the day of the event. 

 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes   Minutes of the August meeting were approved.  

 

Correspondence   Ms MacNeill said her only correspondence was regarding Community Day 

participation, which has already been discussed.   

 

Treasurer’s Report    Ms. Benevides gave report due to the absence of the treasurer, Ms 

Pellegrino.  Community Garden Trust Fund had an opening balance of $4,137.86.  One invoice 

of $24.00 was paid out to Ms. Wattley for purchase of replacement hoses.  This left a closing 

balance of $4,113.86.  

 

The Open Space Trust Fund had no activity leaving the previous balance of $2,549.36 

unchanged.  

 

Mr. Thomas asked if there was any plan in place for use of the Open Space Trust Fund.  At the 

present time there is nothing planned for the money but it will be kept in reserve for expansion or 

repairs in the future.  Discussion was tabled until return of Borough Council representative, Mr. 

Pellegrino, so that he could give addition guidance regarding this fund. 

 

Meeting Opened to the Public   There were no members of the public in attendance.  Meeting 

was then closed to the public. 



 

Old Business  

 

Harvest Fest   Ms Collins said that she had sent out an e-vite to the community gardeners and so 

far had 25 responses.   Said she will send out a follow up email this week.  Discussion revolved 

around need for tables.  Some can be borrowed from Historical Society building.  Several 

committee members said they would bring a table from home.  Ms Wattley has or will purchase 

needed snacks, paper goods, beverages etc.  Don Eddy said that ice could be provided by the 

First Aid Squad.  Ms MacNeill and Ms Collins will provide containers for the ice.  Ms Schmaltz, 

Ms Benevides and Ms Wattley will make floral centerpieces for the tables.  It was decided that if 

it was rainy on the day of the Fest, the event would be held inside the Historical Society building. 

 

Plot Maintenance   Ms Behr had sent an email to Ms MacNeill regarding issues of plot 

maintenance that need to be discussed or included in the rules and regulations.  Committee 

decided that these items would be covered later in the meeting.  Ms MacNeill then said that Ms 

Behr had sent out numerous emails to gardeners regarding condition of gardeners’ plots.  

However unless committee has the ability to enforce the rules and regulations the emails serve 

little purpose.  Most emails referred to plants encroaching on pathways.  Many are repeat 

offenders and many are the same gardeners who did not properly maintain their plots in the 2013 

season.  Further discussion was tabled until more members and the Borough Council 

representative were present. 

 

Discussion then revolved around the need for gardeners to include their email address as part of 

the registration process.  The issue arose due to the request by one gardener to be taken off the 

Community Garden email list.  Ms Collins stated that according to anti-spam laws, if a person 

asks to be removed from the email list, that request must be honored even if person continues to 

be active in the organization.  Mr. Thomas suggested adding a statement on the registration 

forms to advise gardeners that group emails are sent out periodically and it is necessary for each 

gardener to receive this information. Accommodations could be made if a gardener did not have 

an email account.  Unfortunately, the Borough website does not provide the ability for committee 

members to post timely information regarding the community garden.   

 

Ms MacNeill brought up the issue of diseased plants in gardeners’ plots.   As part of plot 

maintenance she felt that committee should have the ability to remove diseased plants from a 

plot if the plot owner does not take care of the problem independently.   She also said this needs 

to be in rules and regulations.  Ms Collins suggested adding the statement “the SCG Committee 

reserves the right to remediate or remove diseased or invested plants” to paragraph 6 in the rules 

and regulations. 

 

Rules and Regulations   Ms MacNeill then read the previously mentioned email from Ms Behr.   

Ms Behr’s commented that she thought a statement should be added to paragraph 3 that says, 

“gardeners are not permitted to alter the size/area of their plot.”  Discussions revolved around 

how this could be enforced without being “nit-picky” about a plant growing an inch or two 

outside a plot’s perimeter.  Decision was to include this point in the presentation at the January 

Gardener’s meeting as part of an educational section.  Suggestions could be made as to how 

many plants were practical for the 60 square feet of each plot so as not to outgrow the gardening 

space.  Ms. Behr’s second comment questioned some “big end plants” that were exceeding the 

perimeter of certain plots, particularly a few of those at the west end of the garden.  Since they 

do not encroach on pathways or other plots, Ms Behr wanted to know the committee’s thoughts 



on this issue.  Ms MacNeill said that this again goes back to the question of what authority the 

committee has to enforce the rules.    

 

Discussion went back to enforcement of rules.  Ms Collins suggested that if a plot owner has 

been given several warnings about the condition of his/her plot that person would be asked to 

come to a committee meeting to discuss with the issues and resulting disposition of the plot.  

That would give the gardener an opportunity to “state his/her case” and also to understand the 

committee’s concerns about the condition of the plot.  Some committee members felt that if a 

gardener was not maintaining his/her plot it would be unlikely that said gardener would take the 

time to attend a committee meeting to discuss the issue. 

 

However since Mr. Pellegrino, Borough Council representative, was not available to give input it 

was decided that until SCG Committee knows what authority it has to enforce rules, there was no 

purpose in discussing actions committee might or might not take.  Two main questions are: does 

the committee have the ability to deny a gardener from renting a plot based on negligence of 

his/her plot the previous season, and does the committee have the authority to take away a plot 

during the season based on lack of plot maintenance.  Ms MacNeill said she would speak to the 

mayor regarding these two issues. 

 

Adjournment   Motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 PM. 

 

Next Meeting   The next regular monthly meeting will be on 14 October at 7:00 PM.  

 

 

       Della Benevides  

       Secretary, SCGC  
  


