
BOROUGH OF SHREWSBURY 

  
Shrewsbury Community Garden Committee (SCGC) 

 
Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting 

 

Historical Society Building, 419 Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 

July 8th, 2019 

 

 

Present:       Absent: 

Pam MacNeill      Stu Minis     

Tina Behr      Judith Reuter 

Pat Mahon      Tom Menapace 

Della Benevides      Kim Doran Eulner (Council Liaison)  

Gail Forrest 

Betsy Wattley 

 

Ms. MacNeill opened the meeting at 11:04 a.m. with the salute to the flag.  Ms. MacNeill thanked Mr. Menapace for the work he did 

to fix the fence and for purchasing new locks for the gates.  She thanked Ms. Benevides for putting instructions on the locks.  Ms. 

MacNeill thanked Ms. Reuter, Ms. Behr. Ms. Mahon, Ms. Benevides and Ms. Forrest for weeding the vacant plots and covering them 

with plastic to prevent further weed growth.  Lastly, Ms. MacNeill thanked the PAR representatives (Benevides, Wattley, Mahon) for 

maintaining the PAR plots and harvesting crops which are donated to Lunch Break.   

 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes.  Ms. Behr made a motion to approve the May 2019 minutes of the SCGC meeting and this 

was seconded by Ms. Wattley.  The June meeting was canceled and hence, no minutes were generated in June. 
 

Correspondence.  Ms. MacNeill noted that the only correspondence she had was from a few gardeners who noticed pests (caterpillars 

and beetles) on their plants.  Ms. MacNeill agreed to send out an email to alert other gardeners of the pests with suggestions for how to 

get rid of them.  

 

Treasurer’s Report.  Ms. MacNeill presented the treasure’s report on behalf of Mr. Menapace.   The closing balance from May was 

$11,265.07.   There was new income in the amount of $495.00 for rental fees collected on 19 plots.  There was an offset payment in 

the amount of $71.98 paid to Ms. MacNeill.  There was an offset payment in the amount of $84.40 paid to Ms. Benevides.   These 

offsets totaled $156.28.  There are 2 pending offsets.  One is in the amount of $40.78 to be paid to Ms. Wattley for bumper crop for 

the PAR plots.  The other is in the amount of $25.48 to be paid to Mr. Menapace for the 2 new locks he purchased for the gates.  

These pending offsets totaled $66.26.  This left a final closing balance of $11,537.53.  Ms. Benevides made a motion to approve the 

treasurer’s report and this was seconded by Ms. Wattley.   

 

Meeting Opened to the Public. The meeting was opened to the public and closed to the public as no one was in attendance. 

 

Old Business. 

-Community Garden Tour:  Ms. Benevides informed the SCGC that the dates for the Monmouth County Master Gardener Community 

Garden Tour are set.  This year, the tour will take place over 2 days on July 13th and 14th from 9-12.  In addition to our three Master 

Gardeners who will be present, Ms. Benevides asked for committee members to assist in giving tours and answering questions during 

the event.  Several committee members indicated they could help and indicated which days and times they would be available.  

  

New Business. 

- PAR coolers/pick-up:  Ms. Benevides set out the PAR donation cooler, along with instructions for how excess vegetable donations 

should be handled prior to depositing them in the cooler.  Ms. MacNeill agreed to send out an email to all gardeners reminding them 

of the donation coolers and the proper procedures to follow when making donations. 

-puddling at front gate:  Ms. Behr noticed that there has been excessive water puddling at the front gate after a heavy rain.  Since this 

isn’t a regular occurrence, it was decided that committee members will keep an eye on the situation.  If it continues, a downspout 

extender may be needed under the wash basin to divert that water source. It was also noted that the runoff from the basketball courts 

may also be a contributor.  Ms. MacNeill will ask Mr. Menapace to discuss this with DPW should the situation continue. 

-.   

 

Open discussion:   

Mr. Mahon noticed that the gravel on the ADA pathway is sparse, allowing weeds to grow.  Ms. MacNeill agreed to ask Mr. 

Menapace to contact DPW to inquire if more gravel could be laid.  



Ms. MacNeill noted that the stakes to mark the area for dumping weeds outside the west gate have not been installed.  She will follow 

up with Mr. Menapace to contact DPW to determine when this work could be completed. 

Ms. MacNeill also noted that there is poison ivy growing along the perimeter of the garden and in some plots.  She informed the 

committee that she has been pulling the ivy along the perimeter but will send out an email to all gardeners of its presence and ask them 

to be vigilant about removing the ivy from their own plots.  She has agreed to send out pictures to help identify the plants along with 

recommendations for safe and effective removal techniques.   

Ms. MacNeill informed the committee that she has a friend who has an outdoor waterproof camera which he can set up to monitor for 

garden pests.  Last year, there was a wide spread problem with animals pecking on ripe tomatoes.  If this problem occurs again this 

year, the committee can discuss to use of the camera system to help identify the source of the problem. 

The committee had a discussion regarding the planning of the Harvest Fest.  After checking calendars, it was decided that Sept 22nd 

would be an acceptable date.  Ms. MacNeill will contact Ms. Eulner to bring the proposed date before the Council for approval and to 

make sure that there aren’t other events scheduled for that date.  Ms. MacNeill also agreed to investigate invitation platforms to 

determine if something more facile exists to disseminate the information and track responses.  The program used in previous years, 

was problematic. 

.   

Adjournment.  Ms. Wattley made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This was seconded by Ms. Benevides. 

 

Next Meeting. The next meeting will be held at the Shrewsbury Historical Society Building on August 12th at 11 am. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Gail Forrest  

 


