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Minutes of Regular Meeting 
Shrewsbury Shade Tree Commission (STC) 

February 13, 2016 
Municipal Hall, Sycamore Avenue, Shrewsbury, New Jersey 

 
Present                                                                                                 Absent  

Bill Gerth, Chairperson        Don Burden, Mayor* 
Doug Keiper         Mary Russell 
Stuart Minis         Steve Skop 
Patrick Slattery         
Lynne Royce   
Betsey Wattley     * Non-voting member (Council Liaison) 
===================================================================== 
 
Chairman Gerth began the meeting at 8:30 a.m. by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and reading 
the Presiding Officer’s statement in compliance with the P. L. 1975 c. 231, the Open Public 
Meetings Act. Mr. Gerth took roll call. 
   
I .     POSTING OF MINUTES FROM PRIOR MEETING 

 
December’s meeting minutes have been posted to the Borough’s web-site. January meeting 
was cancelled. 
          

II.     CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

A. Mr. Gerth submitted Tree City USA recertification end of December and the Annual 
Accomplishment Report for NJ Division of Community Forestry in January.  

B. Mr. Gerth renewed membership in NJ Shade Tree Federation for STC members. 
C. Mr. Gerth announced that next article from STC for the Borough’s quarterly 

newletter is due March 10, 2016. Ms. Wattley will develop article summarizing 
accomplishments over last 5 years towards the 2011-2015 Community Forestry 
Management Plan (CFMP) and that STC is developing the 2016-2020 CFMP.  

D. Mr. Gerth announced that volunteers are being sought to be members of the Planning 
Committee for Shrewsbury Day 2016. STC agreed that they will have an educational 
table at the event. 

E. Mr. Gerth reviewed various resident, business, utility, or other tree-related  
inquiries/actions as follows: 
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o A. Russo (owner of shopping plaza at 555 Shrewsbury Avenue) - STC members 
met with Ms. Russo to review issues related to landscape plans for the proposed 
QuickChek at 575 Shrewsbury Avenue.  

o N. Lee (North Park Avenue) - asked for input into landscape options in back of 
property along railroad tracks. Tennis facility across the tracks in Little Silver 
putting up a huge structure that resident would like to screen. Mr. Gerth agreed to 
provide a Arbor Day Tree Book and to visit site to provide input. 

o J. Bennett (NJ Division of Parks & Forestry) - inquired about whether had a 
Community Forestry Management Plan and within it a Wood Utilization and 
Marketing component. Mr. Gerth informed Mr. Bennett that STC would consider 
including an exploratory objective in its 2016-2020 CFMP on this component. 

 
III.   NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
A. 2016 Reorganization: STC members unanimously reaffirmed Mr. Gerth as STC 

Chairperson for 2016. Mr. Gerth informed STC that Mr. Burden, Mayor, is now 
offically Council Liaison to STC. Mr. Gerth asked STC members to consider taking 
leadership roles for components of the 2016-2020 CFMP. Mr. Slattery offered to lead 
efforts to expand the Shrewsbury Shade Tree Volunteer Brigade membership beyond 
STC and organize its activities. STC unanimously endorsed Mr. Slattery for this 
leadership role. 

B. Guest Speaker Update: Mr. Minis reported he had spoken with the beekeeper at 
‘From the Garden’ about speaking to STC about bees and trees. The beekeeper 
needed to talk with his management about a fee for his efforts. No feedback in well 
over a month. Mr. Gerth asked STC to consider topics and speakers for future 
educational forums. 

C. Esther Hymer Nature Preserve Initiative: Mr. Gerth and Ms. Royce briefed the 
Environmental Commission (EC) on the Esther Hymer Preserve initiative at their 
January 13 meeting. Agreed to a joint tour of the Preserve in the April/May 
timeframe once the weather improves.  

D. Heritage Green/DPW Project Update: STC has authorized Holistic Horticultural 
Services to implement the Heritage Drive component of the project once the weather 
improves. Mr. Gerth purchased 3 Hollywood Junipers from Conrad Smith Nursery 
for this project. 

E. 2016 Tree Plantings: STC purchased 3 London Plane trees ‘Bloodgood’: two for the 
Burden residence on Sycamore Avenue and one for the triangle on Beechwood. The 
trees will be installed May 2016 by Fernbrook Nursery. Additional residents and tree 
plantings on the wish list include: 
• J. Luckinbill (Court) - one to two replacement trees for tree taken down by DPW 

in 2014; consider European Hop Hornbeam or Tricolor Beech 
• D. Reilly (Williamsburg) - two red maples to replace STC plantings in 2010 
• J. Doody (Trafalgar) - tree to replace Ash Tree removed due to lightening damage 
• Borough School - one Syringa reticulata to replace removed storm damaged tree  
• K. Miranda (Dorchester) - tree to replace removed damaged tree 

 
IV. CFMP STATUS, IMPLEMENTATION, & UPDATES: STC reviewd draft goals and 

objectives for the 2016-2020 Community Forestry Management Plan. Mr. Gerth 
acknowledged and thanked Ms. Wattley for summarizing the 2011-2015 accomplishments, 
Mr. Slattery for developing initial goals/objectives for woodlands stewardship and 
management, and Ms. Royce for pulling together photos from the Shrewsbury Historical 
Society and elsewhere for inclusion in the CFMP. Mr. Gerth suggested that STC members 
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review the 2014 Master Plan for the Borough and the 2011 Environmental Resource 
Inventory (ERI) to provide some context for the CFMP. Mr. Gerth previously distributed 
the Master Plan to STC and will send out an electronic copy of the ERI. STC will meet 
February 20 to finalize goals/objectives for the plan and to continue work on other aspects 
of the plan. STC will target completion of the CFMP by Arbor Day 2016.   

 
V.     PLANNING/ZONING BOARD:  
 

o   QuickChek (575 Shrewsbury Avenue) - STC members met with representatives on 
January 15 from Bohler Engineering (Mr. Greg Mascola and Mr. Derek Jordan) to 
review landscape plans for the proposed QuickChek. Visited site to obtain visual 
perspective for the proposed plans. Stressed that this should not be considered just any 
QuickChek but should aspire to be the QuickChek Green Gas Station in Shrewsbury. 
Ms. Royce expressed concern about ensuring protection of the legacy Pin Oaks for 
construction damage on this property. STC discussed ways to minimize damage to 
these trees through a variety of mechanical and inspection approaches. STC agreed to 
summarize these approaches and forward to the Borough’s engineer.  

o   Capital Seniors Housing (515 Shrewsbury Avenue) - STC conducted special meeting 
on January 30, 2016 to review proposed landscape plans for the proposed Capital 
Seniors Housing development. Mr. Gerth provided written comments to the Zoning 
Board of Adjustments in preparation for the February 3, 2016 hearing on the proposal. 
Mr. Gerth discussed proposed landscape plans with Mr. Jim Langenstein, landscape 
architect, on February 9, 2016 and invited Mr. Langenstein to February 13 STC 
meeting. Mr. Langenstein presented updated landscape concepts to STC at the meeting 
taking into account comments. He informed STC that some aspects of the overall plan 
(i.e., double vs. single retention walls) may be changing. Mr. Langenstein’s updates 
include: replacing the wall of Thuja occidentalis along the back parking lot with 
scattered Syringa reticulatas, replacment of an species on the NJ Invasive Species list 
with a non-invasive plant, integration of some Ilex opaca in the front to add winter 
color, and other changes. STC thanked Mr. Langenstein for his attention to detail and 
spending time addressing STC’s comments at the meeting. The Zoning Board of 
Adjustments will hear details of the overall plans, including the landscape plans, at a 
special meeting on February 29, 2016.   

 
VI. MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC: No public comment 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT:  

Ms. Wattley made a motion, Mr. Minis seconded, to adjourn meeting.  
 
VIII. NEXT MEETING - Saturday, March 12, 2016 at 8:30 am 
          
             Bill Gerth, Chairperson 

  


